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Action Area One – Population Oral Health 

Process Indicators Population Oral Health 

Indicator 1: National Oral 
Health Surveys undertaken 
regularly 

Source: ARCPOH in 
collaboration with States 
and Territories/Australian 
Dental Association 

Baseline: National Survey of 
Oral Health in Australia 
1987/88 

Status: National Survey of 
Adult Oral Health 2005/06 
to be reported March 2007 
Proposed National Survey 
of Child Oral Health 
2009/10 

Comment. 
National Oral Health Surveys of adults and children have been 
proposed on an alternative 5 year cycle. The National Survey 
of Adult Oral Health 2005/06 has been completed and will be 
reported on in 2007. A National Survey of Child Oral Health 
has been proposed for 2009/10. 

Indicator 2: The proportion of 
the population with access 
to optimally fluoridated 
water supplies 

Source: ABS data on 
Estimated Resident 
Population by postcode; 
State/Territory water and 
public health authorities on 
fluoridation status, compiled 
by ARCPOH. 

Baseline: 69.1% coverage in 
2003 

Status: Documented by 
ARCPOH. Active 
programmes to extend 
water fluoridation in NSW, 
Victoria and Queensland. 

Percentage of the population residing in areas with different fluoride levels 
in the public water supply. 

 Water fluoridation categories 
 0.0 – < 0.3 0.3 – < 0.7 ≥ 0.7 

mg/L
New South Wales 9.7 0.5 89.8
Victoria 24.1 0.6 75.3
Queensland 95.3 0.0 4.7
South Australia 9.8 7.6 82.6
Western Australia 8.1 1.8 90.1
Tasmania 5.3 0.0 94.7
Northern Territory 15.8 75.0 9.2
Aust. Capital 
Territory 

0.0 0.0 100.0

Australia 29.1 1.8 69.1

Comment 
Currently available national data classify water fluoride concentrations into 
0.0–<0.3, 0.3–<0.7 and ≥0.7 mg/L. Most Australian fluoridated water 
supplies are at or above 0.7 mg/L, implying this is a threshold for 
appropriate concentrations. However, this creates an apparent aberration 
because 0.6 mg/L is the current accepted concentration in Darwin, NT. 
Work will be undertaken to update and reclassify fluoride concentrations. 
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Process Indicators Population Oral Health 

Indicator 3: Adoption of 
nationally consistent suite of 
oral health promotion 
messages. 

Source: Would be aided by the 
establishment of a ‘Clearing 
House for Oral Health 
Promotion’ proposed at 
ARCPOH, The University of 
Adelaide. 

Baseline: Not available 
Status: National Workshop on 

the Use of Fluorides in 
Australia held in 2005 and 
meetings of the National 
Forum on Oral Health 
Promotion held in 2005 and 
2006. 
Clearing House proposal 
financially supported in 
principle by 
States/Territories. 
Additional support being 
sought. 

Comment. 
Progress on this indicator is dependent on the establishment 
of a Clearing House for Oral Health Promotion, which is the 
subject of a proposal to the APHDPC. 
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Outcome Indicators Population Oral Health 

Indicator 4: Proportion of 6 
year olds experiencing 
dental caries (1 or more 
deciduous teeth affected) 

Source: Child Dental Health 
Survey 

Baseline: 47.3% in 2001 
Status: Documented by 

ARCPOH in collaboration 
with State/Territory public 
dental services. 
Representative data not 
available from NSW 2001–
2006, but planned for 2007. 

Percentage of 6-year-old Australian children having 
experienced dental caries (deciduous dmft > 0) by State or 
Territory of residence. 
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Indicator 5: Mean number of 
deciduous teeth affected by 
caries in 6 year olds. 

Source: Child Dental Health 
Survey 

Baseline: 1.89 teeth in 2001 
Status: Documented by 

ARCPOH in collaboration 
with State/Territory public 
dental services. 
Representative data not 
available from NSW 2001–
2006, but planned for 2007. 

Mean number of deciduous teeth affected by caries in 6-year-
olds by State or Territory of residence. 
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Indicator 6: Proportion of 12 
year olds experiencing 
dental caries (1 or more 
permanent teeth affected) 

Source: Child Dental Health 
Survey 

Baseline: 40.3%–12 yo in 
2001 

Status: Documented by 
ARCPOH in collaboration 
with State/Territory public 
dental services. 
Representative data not 
available from NSW 2001–
2006, but planned for 2007. 

Percentage of 12-year-old Australian children having 
experienced dental caries in their permanent teeth (DMFT > 0) 
by State or Territory of residence.  
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Outcome Indicators Population Oral Health 

Indicator 7: Mean number of 
permanent teeth affected by 
caries in 12 year olds 

Source: Child Dental Health 
Survey 

Baseline: 0.95 teeth in 2001 
Status: Documented by 

ARCPOH in collaboration 
with State/Territory public 
dental services. 
Representative data not 
available from NSW 2001–
2006, but planned for 2007. 

Mean number of permanent teeth affected by caries in 12-year-olds by 
State or Territory of residence. 
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Comment. 
Variation in child population oral health across States and Territories 
reflects different patterns of risk and protective exposures for dental caries. 
However, in certain States and Territories, especially among older children, 
policies on eligibility and targeting introduce bias into those children who 
are included in the Child Dental Health Survey for particular 
States/Territories. 

Indicator 8: Proportion of 
edentulous adults aged 45-
64 and 65+ years 

Source: National Dental 
Telephone Interview Survey 

Baseline: In 2002, 7.6% of 45–
64yo and 34.2% of 65+ yo. 

Status: Documented by 
ARCPOH through the 
National Dental Telephone 
Interview Survey. 
Supported by AGDoHA 
under MoU with AIHW. 

Proportion of edentulous adults aged 45–64 and 65+ years 
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Action Area Two – Children and adolescents 

Process Indicators Children and adolescents 

Indicator 9: The proportion of 
children and adolescents 
receiving timely dental care 

Source: National Dental 
Telephone Interview Survey 

Baseline in 2002: 5-11 yo 
visited  
in last year 83.0% 
in last 2 years 92.9% 
12-17 yo visited  
in last year 74.3% 
in last 2 years 89.4% 

Status: Documented by 
ARCPOH through the 
National Dental Telephone 
Interview Survey. 
Supported by AGDoHA 
under MoU with AIHW. 

Time since last visit by children aged 5–11 years 
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Time since last visit by children aged 12–17 years 
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Process Indicators Children and adolescents 

Indicator 10: The rate of 
children requiring general 
anaesthetics for dental 
caries 

Source: AIHW Hospital 
Morbidity Database 

Baseline: In 2003/04 668 <5 
yo per 100,000 and 718 5–9 
yo per 100,000 

Status: Documented by 
ARCPOH using the AIHW 
Hospital Morbidity Database 
and ABS ERPs. 

Rate per 100,000 children requiring general anaesthetics for 
dental caries. 

668.2
718.4

487.4

<5 Years 5–9 Years 10–14 Years
Age

Rate per 
100,000

Comment. 
Analysis of State and Territory comparisons not yet completed.
 

 
 

1.11\S:\HEALTHSCIENCES\DENTISTRY\SOCPREV\PING\NOHP KPIS BASELINE REPORT CIRCA 2002 REVISED.DOC Page 6 



Action Area Three – Older people 

Process Indicator Older people 

Indicator 11: The numbers of 
older people living 
independently in the 
community receiving timely 
dental care 

Source: National Dental 
Telephone Interview Survey 

Baseline: In 2002 65+ yo 
visited in last 2 years 60.0% 
65+ yo usually visit for a 
check-up 36.5% 

Status: Documented by 
ARCPOH through the 
National Dental Telephone 
Interview Survey. 
Supported by AGDoHA 
under MoU with AIHW. 

65+ year olds visited in last 2 years 
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Outcome Indicator Older people 

Indicator 12: Improved oral-
health-related quality of life, 
as recorded by indicators 
such the oral health impact 
profile (OHIP). 

Source: National Dental 
Telephone Interview Survey 
and associated 
questionnaires. 

Baseline: 65+yo in 2002 
Frequency impacts (1+ 
OHIP) 57.6% 

Status: Documented by 
ARCPOH through the 
National Dental Telephone 
Interview Survey and 
associated questionnaires. 
Supported by AGDoHA 
under MoU with AIHW. 

65+ year olds with 1+ OHIP Impacts 
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Comment. 
The Oral Health Impact Profile (OHIP) is a multi-item measure 
of oral health-related quality of life. One summary statistic from 
the use of OHIP is the percentage of people reporting one or 
more items of impact of oral diseases or disorders 
Occasionally Fairly often or Very often on their everyday lives 
in the last 12 months. 
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Action Area Four – Low income and disadvantaged 

Process Indicators Low income and disadvantaged 

Indicator 13: Increased 
proportion of concession 
card holders receiving 
access to timely, 
preventively focused dental 
care. 

Source: National Dental 
Telephone Interview Survey 

Baseline in 2002: Card holders 
5+ yo  
Visited last 2 years 65.8% 
Usually visit for check-up 
40.1% 
Dentate card holders 
visiting not receiving an 
extraction (excludes 
wisdom teeth) 78.4% 

Status: Documented by 
ARCPOH through the 
National Dental Telephone 
Interview Survey. 
Supported by AGDoHA 
under MoU with AIHW. 

Cardholders who visited in last 2 years 
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Process Indicators Low income and disadvantaged 

 
 

Cardholders who visited in last 2 years 
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Outcome Indicator Low income and disadvantaged 

Indicator 14: Reduction in 
prevalence of dental caries, 
periodontal disease and 
tooth loss among 
concession card holders 
treated in the public sector 

Source: Adult Dental 
Programs Survey 

Baseline: In 2001/02  
Mean DMFT 15.2 
          D 2.7 
          M 6.4 
          F 6.2 
Periodontal disease 
       Pockets6+mm 
        10.3% 

Status:   Documented by 
ARCPOH in collaboration 
with State/Territory public 
dental services. Data not 
available from ACT and 
Tas. ADPS being repeated 
in 2006 

Caries experience by age, 2001–02 
Concession card holders treated in the public sector 
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Caries experience by State/Territory 2001–02  
Concession card holders treated in the public sector 
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Comment. 
Caries experience is strongly age-related. Therefore 
comparison across States/Territories for people of all ages can 
be biased by variation in age of adults holding a concession 
card treated in the public sector. 
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Outcome Indicator Low income and disadvantaged 

 Prevalence (%) of periodontal pockets 6+mm by age, 2001–02
Concession card holders treated in the public sector 
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Comment. 
Periodontal pockets 6+mm deep – an indicator of advanced 
gum disease – are strongly age-related. Therefore comparison 
across States/Territories for people of all ages can be biased 
by variation in age of adults holding a concession card treated 
in the public sector. 
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Outcome Indicator Low income and disadvantaged 

Indicator 15: Reduction of oral 
health inequalities across 
population 

Source: National Dental 
Telephone Interview Survey 

Baseline:  
 5+ yo, income quartile 1 vs 

4 (low vs high)  
Visited last 2 years 62.5 vs 
83.3% = gap 20.8% 
Usually visit for check-up 
35.3 vs 69.1% = gap 
33.8% 
Dentate who visited did not 
have an extraction 80.1 vs 
91.1% = gap 11.0% 

 18+yo  
Edentulous 24.1 vs 
1.4%=gap 22.7% 

 Dentate 18+yo 
21+ teeth 69.3 vs 96.3%= 
gap 27.0% 

Status: Documented by 
ARCPOH through the 
National Dental Telephone 
Interview Survey. 
Supported by AGDoHA 
under MoU with AIHW. 

Percentage of adults who visited in last 2 years, low and high 
income quartiles. 
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Dentate adults who visited in last year that did not have an 
extraction (excludes wisdom teeth) low and high income 
quartiles. 
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Outcome Indicator Low income and disadvantaged 

 Prevalence (%) of edentulous adults, low and high income 
quartile. 
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Percentage of dentate adults with 21+ teeth, low and high 
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Action Area Five – People with special needs – no available process or outcome 
indicator data 

Action Area Six – Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People 

Process Indicator Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People 

Indicator 16: Rate of 
Aboriginal children having 
general anaesthetics for 
dental caries 

Source: AIHW Hospital 
Morbidity Database 

Baseline in 2003/04: 
Aboriginal child DGAs 
806.6/100,000 Aboriginal  

Status: Compiled by ARCPOH 
from the AIHW Hospital 
Morbidity Database and 
ABS ERPs. 

Rate of Aboriginal children having general anaesthetics for oral health 
problems. 

906.9

667.4

180.7

<5 Years 5–9 Years 10–14 Years
Age

Rate per 
100,000

Indigenous
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Outcome Indicators Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People 

Indicator 17: Reduction of oral 
health inequalities in oral 
health between Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander 
people and the rest of the 
Australian population 

Source:  
 Children 

Child Dental Health Survey 
and Indigenous Oral Health 
Dataset ARCPOH 

Baseline:  
 Children 

Indigenous children 4-10 
yo had 2.04 times the 
mean dmft of non-
Indigenous children 
Indigenous children 6-14 
yo had 1.63 times the 
mean dmft of non-
Indigenous children 

Status: Documented by 
ARCPOH from the Child 
Dental Health Survey and 
Indigenous Oral Health 
Data set 

Percentage of children with no caries experience, Indigenous compared 
with non-Indigenous 
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Mean number of teeth in children with caries experience, 
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Comment. 
Data on Indigenous children derived from a limited number of 
States/Territories.  
Data on Indigenous adults are sparse. 
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Action Area Seven – Workforce 

Process Indicators Workforce 

Indicator 18: Net migration 
gain in dentists 

Source: DIMIA via ABS  
Baseline: Net migration gain 

31 in 2000 
Status: Compiled by 

ARCPOH from DIMIA data 
supplied by ABS 

 
Net migration gain of dentists. 
 

Age group 1998 1999 2000 (YTD 30th 
June) 

(years) Total Total Total 

20–29  18 15 15 
30–39  8 16 13 
40–49  — — 3 
50–59  — 3 — 
60+  — — — 
Total  26 34 31 

 
 

Indicator 19: Successful 
completions of the ADC 
examination process 

Source: ADC  
Baseline: Successful 

completions 37 in 2002. 
Status: Monitored by 

ARCPOH from ADC data  

Successful completions of the ADC examinations for overseas 
trained dentists. 
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Process Indicators Workforce 

Indicator 20: Intake and 
graduation rates for all oral 
health professionals in 
Australian universities and 
TAFE 

Source: DEST  
Baseline:  
Dentists 

 1997 to 1999 BDS 
domestic graduates 
217/yr 

 2000 to 2003 BDS 
domestic graduates 
240/yr 
(50:50  M:F) 

Allied dental professions 
Dental hygienists   ~60/yr 
Dental therapists    ~75/yr 

Status: Compiled by 
ARCPOH from data 
supplied by DEST and 
reconciled with Committee 
of Heads and Deans of 
Dental Schools (CHADDS) 
data 

Domestic graduates, males and females, from Australian 
Universities, across 1993 and 2003. 
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Outcome Indicators Workforce 

Indicator 21: Reduced 
shortfall aggregate 
capacity to supply dental 
services against demand 

Source: ARCPOH dental 
labour force projections 

Baseline:  
 
Based on demand trends to 
1995 and supply trends to 
2000 

 Capacity to supply dental 
visits  
2000  2010 
28.4 million  29.4 million  

 Projected demand for 
dental visits 
1995 2000 2010 
23.8million  33.2–37.7million 
Projected shortfall visits  
  2010   
  3.8 million 

Status: ARCPOH periodically 
updates both demand and 
supply estimates and 
projections. New 
information to be released 
in early 2007. 
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Outcome Indicators Workforce 

Indicator 22:  
Capacity to supply dental 
visits across all dental 
professionals 

 Private/public 
 Major urban, urban, 

rural/remote 

Source: ARCPOH National 
Dental Labour Force 
Collection 

Baseline: In 2003 
 Private 61.5 per 100,000 

not eligible (estimated) 
Public 21.6 per 100,000 
eligible (estimated) 

 Urban/Rural 
Major city 57.6 per 
100,000 
Inner Regional 34.5 per 
100,000 
Outer Regional 27.7 per 
100,000 
Remote 18.1 per 100,000 

Status: Compiled by 
ARCPOH from the 
National Dental Labour 
Force Data Collection 
conducted in collaboration 
with States/Territories and 
Dental Boards and ABS 
ERPs. 

Practising dentists per 100,000 population in private, public and 
other practice by State/Territory, 2003 
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category of main practice, 2000 and 2003. 

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

Remoteness area of main practice

Pr
ac

tis
in

g 
de

nt
its

 p
er

 1
00

,0
00

 p
op

ul
at

io
n

2000 56.0 31.5 27.9 16.5 47.0

2003 57.6 34.5 27.7 18.1 48.7

 Major City  Inner regional Outer 
regional  Remote Australia

 

1.11\S:\HEALTHSCIENCES\DENTISTRY\SOCPREV\PING\NOHP KPIS BASELINE REPORT CIRCA 2002 REVISED.DOC Page 20 



Public Dental Services in Australia 
 
Expenditure ($ million) 

 
 2001/02 2004/05 2005/06 
NSW $81.75 $113.00 $122.5 
Vic $63.81 $99.20 $129.8 
Qld $111.0 $127.09 $132.0 
WA $50.10 $52.00 $55.5 
SA $37.10 $48.75 $49.2 
Tas $9.75 $11.29 $13.4 
NT $5.98 $9.11 $8.0 
ACT $5.64 $7.20 $7.5  
    
S&T Total  $369.09 $467.64 $517.9 
Australian 
Government 

Not 
available 

Not 
available 

Not 
available 

 
Expenditure by the Australian Government on oral health is not available. 
 
Activity (dental visits) 
 
 2001/02 2004/05 2005/06 
NSW* 686,803 1,392,051 1,421,206 
Vic** 711,964 719,031 764,903 
Qld Not 

available 
1,227,000 1,200,931 

WA 568,043 564,252 557,740 
SA 409,244 438,575 402,917 
Tas 17,093 94,058 91,778 
NT 51,578 51,274 54,632 
ACT 21,721 18,888 17,895 
    
S&T Total  - 4,506,129 4,413,323 
Australian 
Government  

Not available Not 
available 

Not 
available 

*includes telephone triage 
** The visits for Victoria do not include those contracted through the private sector 
The number of dental visits directly funded by the Australian Government is not available 
 
 
Restorative Waiting lists (average months wait)* 
 
 2001/02 2004/05 2005/06 
NSW* Not available Not available Not available 
Vic 27.3 28.3 23.5 
Qld 16.7 18.0 22.3 
WA 13.1 10.3 12.4 
SA 48.7 28.7 26.0 
Tas 28.5 Not available 36.0 
NT 32.0 24.6 24.6 
ACT 25.0 10.5 13.1 

* Caution needs to be exercised when comparing waiting times between jurisdictions as different approaches 
are adopted their calculation.
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Appendix Two- State/Territory Public Dental Services 2001/02 and 2004/05  
continued 

 
Denture Waiting lists (average months wait)* 
 
 2001/02 2004/05 2005/06 
NSW* Not available Not available Not available
Vic 29.8 28.1 22.4
Qld 

11.1 **
Included in 
restorative

WA Included in 
restorative 

Included in 
restorative

Included in 
restorative

SA 44.4 32.4 37.5
Tas 

6.5 
Included in 
restorative

22.0 

NT 18 18.2 18.2
ACT 7 5 3.0
 

* Caution needs to be exercised when comparing waiting times between jurisdictions as different approaches 
are adopted their calculation 
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