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Introduction
Population oral health is concerned with the community’s oral health, 
access to dental care, provision of dental care and the labour force 
which produces dental care. It is that part of research in dentistry 
which focuses on the population as the patient, rather than the 
individual. Through such research, improvements in oral health and 
better dental care are sought for all Australians.

Collectively, oral diseases and disorders create substantial impact and 
disability. The challenges of improving oral health and providing better 
dental care are far from solved and warrant attention as public health 
issues. Oral health problems share many risk factors and directions 
for intervention with wider general health problems, including health 
promotion and access to primary care. Special attention needs to 
be paid to particular groups in the community; for example, those 
dwelling in rural and remote areas, Indigenous persons, migrants, the 
aged and the deprived.

For oral health to make a stronger contribution to public health in 
Australia, improved information and understanding of oral health 
and dental care is needed as a prerequisite for the development and 
implementation of informed public health policy.

ARCPOH – foundation and 
mission
The Australian Research Centre for Population Oral Health (ARCPOH) 
was established by The University of Adelaide in 2001 to undertake 
research and research training in population oral health at a standard 
that is internationally recognised to be of the highest quality.

Aims
ARCPOH aims to:

 continue and extend the research program and associated  »
research training that is currently undertaken in Adelaide and with 
colleagues elsewhere in Australia and overseas;

  » extend and strengthen collaborative relationships with researchers 
in Australia and overseas, bringing distinguished and stimulating 
visitors to Adelaide and generally, through ongoing interaction, 
fostering synergies that will increase the Centre’s scholarly output;

  » attract postgraduate research students of the highest potential; 
and

  »  increase and diversify the fi nancial support for the Centre’s 
research, including necessary infrastructure.

Contributors to the ARCPOH 
Research Program
The hub of ARCPOH is The University of Adelaide School of Dentistry’s 
academic areas of Social and Preventive Dentistry and Oral 
Epidemiology. In addition to core teaching and research personnel, 
ARCPOH includes the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare’s 
Dental Statistics and Research Unit (DSRU) and the Colgate Oral Care 
funded Dental Practice Education Research Unit (DPERU).

Research collaborators include The University of Adelaide Discipline of 
Public Health, Queensland University of Technology School of Public 
Health, University of Queensland Centre for Military and Veterans 
Health and Menzies School for Health Research; the dental schools of 
several universities (particularly Melbourne, Sydney, North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill and Otago); major health agencies such as the Australian 
Institute of Health and Welfare (AIHW), the Australian Government 
Department of Health and Ageing (AGDHA), the South Australian 
Department of Health (SADH) and the South Australian Dental Service 
(SADS); the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC); and 
commercial entities including Colgate Oral Care.

Internal collaborators
School of Dentistry

Social and Preventive Dentistry »
Oral Epidemiology »
AIHW Dental Statistics and Research Unit (DSRU) »
 Colgate Oral Care Dental Practice Education Research Unit  »
(DPERU)

Colgate Australian Clinical Dental Research Centre (CACDRC) »

Faculty of Health Sciences (FHS)
 Discipline of Public Health, School of Population Health and  »
Clinical Practice

Centre for Military and Veterans Health »

External collaborators
Universities

  » Melbourne, Sydney, Queensland, Otago, North Carolina, 
Queensland University of Technology, Menzies School for Health 
Research, Centre for Military and Veterans Health

Health agencies
Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (AIHW) »
 Australian Government Department of Health and Ageing  »
(AGDHA)

 South Australian Department of Health (SADH) »
South Australian Dental Service (SADS) »
US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) »

ARCPOH Management
Across the last four years ARCPOH has had a team approach 
to its management. The management positions have been 
Professor John Spencer (Director), Professor Gary Slade (Deputy 
Director and Director of DSRU), Dr David Brennan (Deputy Director, 
DSRU) and Dr Kaye Roberts-Thomson (Director, DPERU).

Early in 2007, Professor Spencer accepted the role of Co-Editor in 
2007 and Editor of Community Dentistry and Oral Epidemiology from 
the beginning of 2008. As a result, ARCPOH has entered a transition 
period in its management with Professors Slade and Spencer 
(Co-Directors of ARCPOH) and Professor Slade (Director, DSRU). 

This transition arrangement will continue into 2008 when it will be 
reviewed.



Australian Research Centre for Population Oral Health Annual Report 2007
5

Management profi les

Professor A John Spencer
Co-Director of ARCPOH/
Professor of Social and 
Preventive Dentistry
John Spencer (MDSc, MPH, 
PhD) is Professor of Social and 
Preventive Dentistry and one of 
ARCPOH’s Co-Directors. In this 
latter role he is a contributor 
of information and research 
around oral health and dental 
services in Australia through 
active involvement in surveillance 
activities, grant funded research 
and higher degree student 

supervision. The main monitoring and surveillance activities with which 
Professor Spencer was associated in 2007 were the reporting on the 
National Survey of Adult Oral Health 2004–06, the dental labour force 
in Australia and the monitoring of the implementation of the National 
Oral Health Plan through a set of key performance indicators.

Professor Spencer was involved in research leading to publications 
on fl uorides, fl uorosis and caries and oral health inequalities. Other 
signifi cant research involvements were linked to the data collection 
phase of NHMRC supported projects on the longitudinal follow-up 
of the oral health of a group of Adelaide children now 30 years old 
(the 4th Decade project) and a separate project on the longitudinal 
follow-up in a life-course project of the oral health of SA participants 
in the ‘Child Fluoride Study 1991–92’ (The Study of Lifetime Infl uences 
in Oral Health).

Professor Gary D Slade
Co-Director of ARCPOH/
Director, AIHW Dental 
Statistics and Research 
Unit/Professor of Oral 
Epidemiology
Gary Slade (BDSc, DipDPH, PhD) 
is Professor of Oral Epidemiology 
and Director of the AIHW Dental 
Statistics and Research Unit. 
He directs research projects that 
focus on the epidemiology of 
oral diseases, orofacial pain and 
the impact of oral conditions 
in quality of life. He teaches 

undergraduate and postgraduate students, and provides dental care to 
patients in the SA Dental Service. During 2007, he headed a team of 
ARCPOH researchers to report fi ndings from the 2004–06 Australian 
National Survey of Adult Oral Health. Results from the Survey were 
compared with Australia’s fi rst national oral examination survey 
conducted in 1987–88. The results provided confi rmation of decline 
in the rate of tooth loss and found that decay experience had halved 
among Australian adults born since fl uorides became widely available 
compared with their parents’ generation. Yet other fi ndings showed a 
marked oral health defi cit for people with reduced access to dental care.

Dr David S Brennan
Senior Research Fellow/
Deputy Director, AIHW 
Dental Statistics and 
Research Unit
David Brennan, BA (Hons), Grad. 
Dip. (Computer & Information 
Science), MPH, PhD is a Senior 
Research Fellow and Deputy 
Director of the AIHW Dental 
Statistics and Research Unit at 
ARCPOH, where he undertakes 
health services research and 
oral epidemiological analysis. 
Originally from a biological 

sciences background he also has qualifi cations in Computer and 
Information Science and in Public Health. He held an NHMRC Public 
Health Postgraduate Research Scholarship at The University of Adelaide 
from 1997–99 where he conducted his PhD research investigating the 
infl uence of provider, practice and patient factors on variation in rates 
of service provision. He has worked on a range of projects involving 
both cross-sectional and longitudinal analysis of dental service 
provision such as the Longitudinal Study of Dentists’ Practice Activity. 
More recently he has conducted research into the burden of oral 
disease, tooth loss and use of services, chewing ability and nutrition, 
and determinants of oral health between adolescence and young 
adulthood (The 4th Decade project).

D-
Senior Research Fellow/
Director, Dental Practice 
Education Research Unit
Kaye Roberts-Thomson is a 
Senior Research Fellow and 
Director of the Dental Practice 
Education Research Unit at the 
Australian Research Centre for 
Population Oral Health (ARCPOH) 
at The University of Adelaide. 
Her research interests are in 
epidemiology and dental public 
health, particularly in inequality 
in oral health and access to 

dental care. Her current work is in Indigenous health and health 
promotion for oral health.

In 2007 Kaye was involved in a trial of oral health promotion efforts 
including fl uoride varnish to reduce dental decay among pre-school 
children in remote communities in the Northern Territory. She also 
was involved in establishing an online Oral Health Promotion 
Clearinghouse. Late in 2007, Kaye was awarded a three-year NHMRC 
grant to study periodontal disease among urban Aboriginal adults.

 

Dr Kaye F Roberts-Thomson
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Lowlights
 The proposal from the Monitoring Group for the National Oral  »
Health Plan to the Australian Population Health Development 
Principal Committee (AHMAC) for support of the establishment 
of the Oral Health Promotion Clearinghouse was initially 
unsuccessful. While the lack of success was stated to be related 
only to a lack of funds in the current fi nancial year, it left ARCPOH 
with a considerably more diffi cult pathway of negotiating with 
individual states and territories and with a so far reluctant 
Australian Government Department of Health and Ageing 
(AGDHA). Some state and territory funding has been received 
and a half-time position established. However, the work of the 
Clearinghouse will be restricted by the lack of fi nancial support.

 ARCPOH lodged six NHMRC 2008 Project Grants and two  »
NHMRC 2008 fellowship or award applications at the beginning 
of 2007. Only one of the Project Grant applications was 
successful. This represented a below average success rate for 
ARCPOH applications. This has led to considerable refl ection and 
ARCPOH has sought input from the Expert Advisory Board on 
steps that might be taken to improve the success rate enjoyed in 
competitive grants.

 ARCPOH’s desire to strengthen its involvement in ‘dental health  »
economics’ especially in collaboration with Monash University’s 
Centre for Health Economics was frustrated by the decision of 
Dr Suzanna Mihailidis to pursue research interests in other areas. 
ARCPOH will continue with a Memorandum of Understanding 
with the Centre for Health Economics, but without an obvious 
point of contact for dental health economics within our early 
career researchers.

Work Program

Distribution and determinants of oral health
 The revamp of the Child Dental Health Survey continued. The most  »
signifi cant aspect was the NSW Child Dental Health Survey 2007 
which began mid-year. The survey involves a multi-stage stratifi ed 
random sample of NSW primary school children undergoing a 
dental examination and their parents completing a questionnaire. 
ARCPOH staff are collaborating with the NSW Centre for Oral 
Health Strategy in preparing for the survey. It is hoped that this 
NSW effort will continue in future years and that it will also act 
as a role model for supplementary surveys in other states. It will 
also set the scene for the desired 2009–10 National Child Dental 
Health Survey.

 The data collection for the fi nal component of the NSAOH data  »
collection, the accompanying dental questionnaire, has been 
completed and data cleaning is well underway. These data 
will open up a considerable range of further analyses of social 
determinants, behaviours and impact of oral disease and specifi c 
issues such as fl uoride exposure and caries experience among 
those less than 45 years old.

 The focus of activities around the National Survey of Adult Oral  »
Health has been on the preparation of state/territory databases 
and generation of state/territory reports as well as scientifi c 
papers using NSAOH data, pursuing hypotheses related to the 
original NHMRC project grant for the survey, or the project 
grant for the associated ‘Allostatic indicators of socio economic 
inequalities in periodontitis among Australian adults’.

 Dental examinations commenced for the participants of the  »
‘Life-course approach to oral health’ project, a follow-up of some 
7,600 children initially studied in 1991–92 in SA as part of the 
Child Fluoride Study Mark I. About 900 of the now 20–31 year 
olds living in metropolitan Adelaide are expected to be dentally 
examined while about 3,800 scattered across SA and interstate 
will hopefully return a self-completed questionnaire.

 Dr Lisa Jamieson completed over 400 examinations of Aboriginal  »
young adults (16–20 years old) in the current wave of data 
collection in the ‘Aboriginal Birth Cohort Study’ in the NT. These 
Aboriginal young adults live in 40 separate communities, requiring 
numerous diffi cult fi eld trips to locate and examine. Fieldwork was 
completed at the end of May 2007.

 The data preparation, cleaning and weighting for the Child  »
Fluoride Study Mark II, involving some 18,000 children in South 
Australia, Victoria, Tasmania and Queensland, was almost 
completed and several preliminary analyses were undertaken. 
These analyses have shown the potential of these data to address 
specifi c hypotheses about water fl uoridation and to inform policy 
across the nation.

 A successful one-day forum was held with the South Australian  »
Dental Service on caries risk assessment for South Australian 
children on 28 August 2007. The centrepiece of the forum was 
Dr Diep Ha’s PhD research on clinician accuracy in caries risk 
prediction.

 Preliminary analysis on dentine sensitivity in Australia was  »
completed and reported by Dr Ya Ou. This work was supported by 
Colgate Oral Care.

Burden and impact of oral disease
 The opportunity to collect population data on the impact of oral  »
disease via the European Quality of Life instrument (EUROQoL 
5D+) in the study of the ‘The impact of declining tooth loss on 
oral health status and dental care utilisation’ (among 45–54 year 
olds) and in the Tasmanian component of NSAOH (among adults) 
has provided further data upon which to build dental disease and 
disorder specifi c disability weights and durations relevant to the 
estimation of Disability Adjusted Life Years.

 Dr Len Crocombe presented analysis of ‘The impact of dental  »
services on quality of life’, the topic of his PhD research, at the 
IADR (ANZ Division) Annual Scientifi c Meeting on 
24–26 September, 2007.

Effectiveness of population oral health 
interventions

 An NHMRC Project Grant was awarded to conduct a long-term  »
follow-up of the test and control group children in the previous 
intervention using anticipatory guidance for ‘Severe Early 
Childhood Caries’.

 The ‘Strong Teeth for Little Kids’ study continued, a collaboration  »
with the Menzies School for Health Research, Darwin.

 The Dental Practice Education Research Unit (DPERU) initiated an  »
online continuing professional education program linked to rounds 
of its material. It is expected that this will become a feature of the 
DPERU programs.
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 The Oral Health Promotion Clearinghouse was established and  »
Dr Diep Ha employed as a part-time moderator. Collaboration 
with Dr Neil Thomson from Edith Cowan University on the 
architecture of the Clearinghouse is progressing. As a result of 
this collaboration, ARCPOH, particularly Dr Lisa Jamieson, will 
assist in maintaining the oral health component of the Australian 
Indigenous HealthInfoNet.

 ARCPOH collaborated with the South Australian Dental Service bid  »
for funding for ‘Better oral health in residential care’ as part of the 
program for ‘Encouraging best practice in residential aged care’. 
The bid was successful and a contract with Australian Government 
Department of Health and Ageing was signed in October 2007 
for two years’ funding. ARCPOH is collaborating on the evaluation 
and this will be specifi c SADS-ARCPOH contract research over 
2008–09.

Oral health services and labour force research
 A draft report on the Australian dental labour force was prepared  »
visiting previous projections of supply and demand and updating 
them with more recent data. They were then used to test an 
extensive range of ‘what if’ scenarios. These projections call for 
caution on both the possible dramatic increases in domestic 
dental student places at universities and on the approval of new 
dental schools at regional universities. This research was the focus 
of an ARCPOH workshop held July 2007 in Adelaide.

 The Relative Needs Index was fully implemented by the South  »
Australian Dental Service. This index uses a series of questions 
to categorise the urgency of treatment for adults seeking 
‘emergency’ dental care. It is a central part of a demand 
management strategy being pursued by the South Australian 
Dental Service. 

Oral health policy analysis
 An invited commentary for Community Dentistry and Oral  »
Epidemiology on ageing and oral health care was prepared by 
Jane Harford. The commentary raises issues surrounding the 
potential of ageing and oral epidemiological transitions among 
the aged on future demand for dental care.

 Professor John Spencer spoke at the National Oral Health Alliance  »
Advocacy Day at Australia’s Parliament House, Canberra on 
20 March 2007. ARCPOH’s research on child and adult oral 
health, access to dental care and the dental labour force was 
presented. However, ARCPOH is not a member of the National 
Oral Health Alliance.

 Several policy commentaries were prepared and published. They  »
covered topics including:

 Water fl uoridation 

 Policy challenges in South Australia: improving oral health and  
dental care, and

 Inequality in oral health in Australia. 

Oral health data warehouse and information 
clearinghouse

 The Data Watch series in the Australian Dental Journal continued  »
with publication of four further reports:

 Oral health and access to dental care in Australia: comparisons  
by level of education.

 Pattern of care in private general practice by main diagnoses. 

 Decline of the edentulism epidemic in Australia. 

 Dental caries experience in the Australian adult population. 

  The next paper in the Data Watch series was prepared to the 
galley proof stage:

 Dental visiting among the Australian adult dentate population. 

 

ARCPOH Project Summary

DISTRIBUTION AND DETERMINANTS OF ORAL HEALTH

Child Dental Health Survey

Adult Dental Programs Survey

Indigenous Oral Health

Aboriginal Birth Cohort Study – Wave 3 (NHMRC)

A community-owned Indigenous oral health promotion initiative (AIATSIS)

Caries Risk Assessment for South Australian Children (The University of Adelaide Scholarship and ADRF grant)

Fluoride exposure, dental fl uorosis and caries among South Australian children (Adelaide International Scholarship, The University of Adelaide)

A cognitive theory of the etiology of fear

Child Fluoride Study Mark II (NHMRC)

The South Australian Dental Longitudinal Study (NHMRC)

Social determinants of oral health (University of Adelaide Scholarship; ADRF)

Explaining social inequality in population oral health using a multilevel approach (NHMRC)

Life course infl uences on dental caries in 5-year-olds

Determinants of oral health of adults entering the 4th decade of life (NHMRC)

National Survey of Adult Oral Health (NHMRC, AIHW, ADA, CDC, Colgate, States/Territories)

A life-course epidemiological approach to understanding oral health inequalities (NHMRC)
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DISTRIBUTION AND DETERMINANTS OF ORAL HEALTH (continued)

Periodontal disease and cardiovascular disease (NHMRC)

Dentine sensitivity in Australia

Oral care for adults with physical and intellectual disability

Social gradients in child oral health status and access to services

Factors contributing to socio-economic gradients in children’s oral health between 1993 and 2003 (NHMRC)

Diabetes and Periodontal Health (NHMRC)

Association between telomere length and periodontitis among middle-aged males (NHMRC)

Papua New Guinea National Oral Health Survey

BURDEN AND IMPACT OF ORAL DISEASE

Monitoring population periodontal disease in health interview surveys

Validation of a Vietnamese version of the OHIP (ADRF)

Nutritional intake and dentition status (ADRF)

The impact of dental services on quality of life (APA Scholarship)

TESTING THE EFFECTIVENESS OF POPULATION ORAL HEALTH INTERVENTIONS

A best-practice oral health model for Australian residential care (NHMRC)

Better Oral Health in Residential care

Northern Aged Care Dental Project

Strong teeth for little kids (Menzies)

Strong teeth project (NHMRC) – Fluoridation of water supplies in remote Indigenous communities in the NT

Health Promotion and Early Childhood Caries (ADRF; Channel 7 Children’s Research Foundation)

The Dental Practice Education Research Unit

ORAL HEALTH SERVICES AND LABOUR FORCE RESEARCH

National Dental Telephone Interview Survey and associated activities

National Dental Labour Force Data Collections

The Longitudinal Study of Dentists’ Practice Activity

The impact of declining tooth loss on oral health status and dental care utilisation (NHMRC)

Risk Assessment and Oral Health Outcomes of a Child Dental Service (NHMRC; Channel 7 Children’s Research Foundation)

A Relative Needs Index – theoretical model validation and implementation (SADS and Division of Health Sciences Postgraduate Scholarship)

SA Dental Service Aged Care Project

Development of treatment choice factors over time/Study of Dental Services (ADRF)

Job satisfaction survey of the oral health labour force in Australia (ADRF)

Evaluating profi le changes in 1st year BDS students, Adelaide Dental School, over 10-year period

Study of private subsidisation of dental care in Australia (SOPS) (ADRF)

ORAL HEALTH POLICY ANALYSIS

Impact of changes in public policy on access to dental care

Impact of ageing on dental costs

Willingness-to-pay for public dental services

ORAL HEALTH DATA WAREHOUSE AND INFORMATION CLEARINGHOUSE

Oral Health Promotion Clearinghouse

ARCPOH Website
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Staffi ng

Staff List 2007

PROFESSORS  PROFESSOR A JOHN SPENCER (Co-Director, ARCPOH)
PROFESSOR GARY D SLADE (Co-Director, AIHW DSRU)

SENIOR RESEARCH FELLOWS DR DAVID S BRENNAN (Deputy Director, AIHW DSRU)
 DR KAYE F ROBERTS-THOMSON (Director, DPERU)

RESEARCH FELLOWS DR LOC GIANG DO
 MS JANE HARFORD
 DR LISA M JAMIESON
 DR LIANA LUZZI
 DR TRACY MacNAMARA
 DR GLORIA MEJIA (until November)
 DR ANNE SANDERS (Sidney Sax Fellowship)
 DR KIRAN A SINGH (maternity leave)
 DR HAIPING TAN

LECTURER DR SUZANNA MIHAILIDIS (until April)

RESEARCH ASSOCIATES MR SERGIO CHRISOPOLOUS 
 MS DIEP HA 
 MS KELLY JONES
 DR PINGZHOU LIU
 DR YA OU (until December)
 MS ANGIE PERRY-MANSELL (until July)
 DR KAMILA PLUTZER 
 DR ANNA PUZIO

RESEARCH OFFICERS MR JASON M ARMFIELD
 MS ANNE ELLERSHAW
 DR COLIN ENDEAN
 MS CARMEN KOSTER (until November)
 MR BIN LI (until April)
 MRS JUDY F STEWART
 MS DANA N TEUSNER (on secondment)

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF MR DAVID HARLEY
 MRS LEONIE F JEFFERY
 MS KATHERINE KOCHERGEN
 MRS LORNA LUCAS
 MRS SILVANA MARVEGGIO
 MS ALISON McLEAN
 MS THANH NGUYEN

CASUAL ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF MS BEVERLY ELLIS
 MS MEREDITH MORGAN
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Staff Profi les

Dr Loc G Do
Research Fellow
Loc Do (BDS, MScDent, PhD) is a Research 
Fellow at ARCPOH. He is currently a team 
investigator in an NHMRC Capacity Building 
Grant.

Loc has been involved in fl uoride, fl uorosis 
and caries research. He is currently Chief 
Investigator A of an NHMRC project grant 
examining factors infl uencing socioeconomic 

gradients in child oral health and its changes between 1992 and 2002 
using the Child Fluoride Study Mark I and II data. He has also been 
involved in examiner training in the National Survey of Adult Oral 
Health, the NSW Child Dental Health Survey and other epidemiological 
studies conducted at ARCPOH. He is a stream coordinator for Evidence 
based Dentistry 1 in School of Dentistry, The University of Adelaide.

Dr Jane Harford
Research Fellow
Jane Harford is a Research Fellow employed 
through the NHMRC Capacity Building 
Grant. Her background is in public health, 
health policy and health economics. Her 
research interests include strengthening 
a public health/primary care approach 
to oral health and the impact of funding 
arrangements including government 
subsidies on oral health service delivery and 

status, and access to and priority setting in oral health care services. 

In 2007 Jane worked with Dr Gloria Mejia examining how changes 
in Commonwealth government policies through the 1990s have 
infl uenced access to dental care for Australians. Early results from this 
project were presented at the IADR meeting in the Barossa Valley. 
Along with Professor John Spencer, Anne Sanders and colleagues from 
Monash and Deakin Universities, Jane was a recipient of a Faculty of 
Health Sciences Research Development Award. Jane graduated with a 
PhD in public policy from The University of Adelaide in December 2007.

Dr Lisa M Jamieson
Research Fellow
Lisa Jamieson is a Research Fellow with an 
NHMRC Training Fellowship for Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander health research. 
Her main work in 2007 involved the 
completion of oral health data collection 
for Wave III of the Aboriginal Birth 
Cohort study, a prospective longitudinal 
investigation of 686 Aboriginal adolescents 
born between 1987 and 1990 at the Royal 

Darwin Hospital. Participants now live in 40 different locations in 
the Northern Territory’s Top End, resulting in considerable travel and 
logistical management to collect data. Information on 499 participants 

was obtained, of which 442 completed an oral health questionnaire 
and were dentally examined. Her other main project was completing 
a community-owned oral health promotion initiative among three 
different Aboriginal community groups associated with the Pika Wiya 
Health Service Inc. in Port Augusta.

Dr Liana Luzzi
Research Fellow
Liana Luzzi is a Research Fellow employed 
through the NHMRC Capacity Building 
Grant. Liana has been involved in dental 
health services research and in analysing 
data relating to oral health and access 
to dental care. She is involved in various 
research projects including the National 
Dental Telephone Interview Survey and job 
satisfaction of the oral health labour force 

in Australia. Past research interests have included the development of 
a ‘Relative Needs Index’ for dental care in SA and NSW, two papers 
of which were accepted for publication in Community Dental Health 
in 2007. She has also been involved in undergraduate teaching of 
Evidence based Dentistry in the School of Dentistry at The University of 
Adelaide since 2002.

Dr Anne E Sanders
Research Fellow
Anne Sanders, an NHMRC Sidney Sax 
Fellow, spent 2007 at the University of 
Michigan in Ann Arbor, United States. 
As part of her postdoctoral public health 
training she participated in a variety of 
courses dealing with the principles, methods 
and applications of epidemiology. These 
were offered by the Center for Statistical 
Consultation and Research and the School 

of Public Health’s Graduate Summer Session in Epidemiology. Her 
studies were supplemented with research in her primary area of 
interest in social epidemiology. Anne collaborated with researchers in 
the US National Institutes of Health funded Detroit Center for Research 
on Oral Health Disparities whose work involves understanding oral 
health disparities among African Americans living in Detroit. Anne’s 
own research at the Center investigated health resilience longitudinally 
among African American care-givers and young children with income 
below 250 per cent of the federal poverty line. A paper from this 
research was published in the American Journal of Public Health.
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Dr Kiran A Singh
Research Fellow
Kiran Singh is a Research Fellow employed 
through the NHMRC Capacity Building 
Grant. Since returning from maternity 
leave in 2007 Kiran has been investigating 
pre- and post-eruptive effects on water 
fl uoridation in relation to effects of the 
deciduous and permanent dentition.

Kiran graduated in dentistry from Delhi 
University, and pursued clinical work as an intern and registrar. Since 
moving to Australia she has graduated with a Graduate Diploma in 
Public Health from The University of Adelaide, and completed PhD 
studies into the relative effect of pre- and post-eruptive exposure to 
water fl uoridation on the development of dental caries in children. 
Since her PhD she has pursued research into aspects of the dental 
labour force as a consultant on the Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons 
Workforce Study, and has also investigated the relationship between 
tooth loss and nutrition in the Australia population.

Dr Haiping Tan
Lecturer
Haiping Tan joined ARCPOH in September 
2007 from the University of Hong Kong 
(HKU) and holds the position of Lecturer in 
Geriatric Dentistry.

She is currently involved in the evaluation of 
both the ‘Better Oral Health in Residential 
Care’ project and the ‘Northern Aged 
Care’ project, working with Professor John 

Spencer. To lift the profi le of geriatric dentistry in the undergraduate 
course, she is undertaking the teaching of Geriatric Dentistry to both 
BDS and BOH students at The University of Adelaide.  

She has a Bachelor degree in dentistry and a Masters degree in 
endodontics from Wuhan University, China and a PhD degree in 
geriatric oral health from HKU. Her PhD work focused on a three year 
oral health promotion project for older adults in 21 nursing homes in 
Hong Kong. In 2006 she won two international research awards and 
one prize from HKU. She was also active in undergraduate teaching 
and dental practice in geriatric oral health.

Mr Sergio Chrisopoulos
Research Associate
Sergio Chrisopoulos previously worked 
at the Australian Institute of Health and 
Welfare in the Labour Force and Rural 
Health Unit where he was involved in the 
analysis and reporting of the medical and 
nursing labour force surveys. Since joining 
ARCPOH he has been involved in the dental 
labour force collections, contributing to the 
2003 and 2005 dental labour force reports, 
and dental labour force supply and demand 
for dental service projections.

Ms Diep Ha
Research Associate/PhD Student
Diep Ha is a PhD student at ARCPOH. Her 
research is into caries risk assessment in 
South Australian School Dental Services 
(SDS). The aims of the project are to evaluate 
the accuracy of caries risk assessment in SDS 
and to examine factors that are associated 
with the accuracy of caries risk assessment.

Diep is also a moderator in a project to 
develop an Oral Health Promotion Clearinghouse website. This aims 
to provide a place to share information, resources and materials with 
a broad range of health professionals, researchers, academics and 
other teachers, students, community groups and interested individuals. 
A major potential benefi t is to distribute more widely information on 
current and past activities both academic and practical.

Ms Kelly Jones
Research Associate/PhD Student
Kelly Jones has a BA (Hons) in politics and 
a Master of Public Health. Past research 
has included an evaluation of the NSW 
Priority Oral Health Project, development of 
the Relative Needs Index and contributions 
to several state oral health labour force 
reviews. Kelly’s current research is a trial 
of the implementation of the RNI priority 
setting algorithm in South Australian public 
dental clinics.

 

Mr Pingzhou Liu
Research Associate
Pingzhou Liu has research interests 
in dynamical systems, control theory, 
biomathematics, neural networks and 
computer programming. In 2007, he was 
involved in research projects of ‘Nutrition 
and Oral Health’ and ‘Child Fluoride Study’. 
He is a Chief Investigator of an NHMRC 
project grant ‘Evaluating factors infl uencing 
dynamics of socioeconomic gradients in 

oral health of children’. He is also a web manager for the Dental 
Practice Education Research website and the Oral Health Promotion 
Clearinghouse website.
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Dr Kamila Plutzer
Research Associate
Kamila Plutzer is a Research Associate 
employed under an NHMRC Project Grant. 
Kamila’s main research interests lie in the 
prevention of dental caries in children and in 
studying the infl uence of pregnancy on oral 
health. She participated in the development 
of a new website for the Oral Health 
Promotion Clearinghouse.

Kamila is involved in a study of the long-term outcomes of a 
randomised clinical trial of a oral health promotion intervention for the 
prevention of early childhood caries.

She also participated in the preparation of materials for the Oral 
Health Promotion Clearinghouse.

Mr Jason M Armfi eld
Research Offi cer/PhD Student
Jason Armfi eld is responsible for the 
coordination, maintenance, analysis and 
reporting of the Child Dental Health 
Survey. His background is in psychology 
and psychology research, and he has an 
interest in the intersection of dentistry and 
human behaviour. He is currently nearing 
completion of a PhD which is looking at 
dental fear and a model which helps to 

explain the cause. Jason’s other research interests are in child oral 
health inequalities and water fl uoridation. He is undertaking research 
projects looking at fl uoride exposure and the effectiveness of water 
fl uoridation on dental caries.

Ms Anne Ellershaw
Research Offi cer
Anne Ellershaw’s background is in statistics. 
She has extensive experience in survey 
design, input and output processing, 
weighting and analysis of data. Anne’s 
projects include the survey design of the 
2005 National Oral Health Survey (NSAOH), 
2008 National Telephone Interview Survey 
and the NSW Child Dental Health Survey. 
She assisted in the preparation of Australia’s 

Dental Generations publication and has published numerous reports 
relating to oral health and access to dental care. Anne also provides 
statistical advice to ARCPOH staff. She graduated from The University 
of Adelaide with honours in mathematical science.

Mrs Judy F Stewart
Research Offi cer
Judy Stewart’s background is in biological 
sciences and computer programming. She 
works on projects involved with access to 
dental care (National Dental Telephone 
Interview Surveys and associated activities) 
and the preparation of educational 
materials for dental professionals (Colgate 
Dental Education Programs). She has 
extensive experience in survey design and 

analysis of data. Recent projects include the 2008 National Dental 
Telephone Interview Survey and the Colgate Continuing Professional 
Development Online Program. She also has been closely involved 
in the National Survey of Adult Oral Health 2004–06, the Dental 
Satisfaction Surveys, the Young Adult Study and student surveys of 
BOH students and fi rst year dental students. Research interests include 
oral health and access to dental services of young adults and rural and 
remote dwellers.

Ms Dana N Teusner
Research Offi cer
Dana Teusner has worked at ARCPOH 
since 1999 principally on dental labour 
force data collections and reporting. Major 
achievements for 2007 included the dental 
labour force workshop and accompanying 
publications. She spent most of 2007 on a 
10-month secondment in The University of 
Adelaide’s Strategy and Planning Offi ce. 

Mr David Harley
Administrative Assistant
David Harley provides administrative 
assistance to research and academic staff, 
predominantly associated with the Dental 
Practice Education Research Unit and the 
Oral Health Promotion Clearinghouse which 
is being established. David also handles 
a range of fi nancial matters and provides 
assistance in data entry for some research 
projects.
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Mrs Leonie F Jeffery
Administrative Assistant
Leonie Jeffery coordinates the clinical 
component of various oral epidemiological 
research studies. 

During 2007 Leonie was responsible for 
the coordination of the clinical component 
of a research study titled ‘Study of 
Lifetime Infl uences on Oral Health’. The 
study completed around 920 oral health 
examinations over 12 months. Leonie also 
worked with the South Australian Dental 
Service on projects with older adults in 
residential care.

Mrs Lorna Lucas
Publications Coordinator/
Senior Administrator
Lorna Lucas is ARCPOH’s Publications 
Coordinator responsible for the 
management, production and distribution 
of the ARCPOH’s publications. As a Senior 
Administrator she is responsible for 
providing administrative assistance and 
support to the Centre’s management team 
and secretariat to the ARCPOH Expert 

Advisory Committee. Lorna also provides administrative support to the 
research and academic staff of ARCPOH and is the point of contact for 
ARCPOH publication and information enquiries. 

Mrs Silvana Marveggio
Finance Coordinator/
Senior Administrator
Silvana Marveggio is the Finance 
Coordinator and a Senior Administrator 
for ARCPOH and is responsible for 
providing a range of executive support 
to the Co-Directors of ARCPOH. 
Responsibilities include providing fi nancial 
and administrative assistance to ARCPOH 
including human resources matters and 
building-related issues.

Ms Thanh Nguyen
Administrative Assistant
Thanh Nguyen’s main responsibility is to 
provide research administrative assistance to 
staff at ARCPOH. In 2007, Thanh supported 
the data collection process for the studies 
of Dentine Sensitivity in Australia, Job 
Satisfaction Survey of the Oral Health Labour 
Force in Australia and Lifetime Infl uences on 
Oral Health. 

Ms Alison McLean
Administrative Assistant
Alison McLean is personal assistant to 
Professor Gary Slade, Director of AIHW 
DSRU and Co-Director of ARCPOH. She is 
also the ARCPOH receptionist and responds 
to general enquiries to the area. Her role 
involves providing a range of administrative 
support services to research staff and 
students at ARCPOH. In 2007, Alison worked 
on a number of projects relating to The 

National Survey of Adult Oral Health 2004–06, including the fl agship 
report, Australia’s Dental Generations. Alison was heavily involved in 
the publications area in 2007, assisting in the preparation of a number 
of reports for publication.

Ms Beverly Ellis
Administrative Assistant (casual)
Bev Ellis’ main task is to enter data, 
collected from various research studies, into 
Microsoft Access databases and maintain 
fi ling systems for each project.

Other tasks include large mail-outs and 
clerical or administrative work whenever 
required.

Special projects during 2007 included data 
entry for the National Dental Labour Force collection; the NSW Child 
Dental Health Survey 2007; completion of the National Survey of 
Adult Oral Health (NSAOH) questionnaire; and the Aboriginal Birth 
Cohort Study.

Ms Meredith Morgan
Administrative Assistant (casual)
Meredith Morgan supervised the 
computer-assisted telephone interviews for 
the National Dental Telephone Interview 
Survey and for the Relative Needs Index 
interviews (with Kelly Jones). She also 
assisted with the Dental Practice Education 
Research Unit mailouts and pamphlet orders 
as well as the fi eldwork of other projects.
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Dr Leonard Crocombe
PhD Student
Len Crocombe is a PhD student who has 
both a private and public sector dentistry 
background. 

His research is into the impact of dental 
services on oral-health-related quality of 
life. The aim is to determine which dental 
services typically provided in general dental 
practice improve people’s health-related 
quality of life.

Len has also written an Australian Dental Journal data watch article 
titled decline of the edentulism epidemic in Australia in association 
with Professor Gary Slade, and has prepared articles comparing oral 
health between industrialised countries, on dental care and quality of 
life, and on oral hygiene behaviours in Australia.

Dr Archana Pradhan
PhD Student
Archana Pradhan completed a PhD in special 
needs in March 2008 from ARCPOH, School 
of Dentistry, The University of Adelaide. 
The research was on factors infl uencing 
the oral health of adults with physical and 
intellectual disabilities. It explored the oral 
health status and dental practice among 
people aged 18–44 years with physical 
and intellectual disabilities living in three 

residential settings. She presented oral papers at the Special Care 
Dentistry Meeting in Denver (USA) in May 2007, and at the IADR 
conference in Barossa Valley (South Australia) in September, 2007.

She is currently enrolled for the degree of Doctor of Clinical Dentistry 
(Special Needs) at the School of Dentistry, The University of Adelaide. 
She provides dental care to medically compromised patients and 
people with physical and intellectual disabilities at Special Needs Unit, 
Adelaide Dental Hospital.

Dr Sutee Suksudaj
PhD Student
Sutee Suksudaj won a Royal Thai 
Government Scholarship to study for a PhD 
at ARCPOH in 2006.

Sutee is doing research on social 
determinants of health/oral health 
integrating ethnographic and epidemiologic 
approaches to understand how social factors 
could infl uence oral health and quality of life 
in Thai rural communities. 

Ms Jenny Miller
M Sci Dent Student 
Jenny Miller is a member of the academic 
staff of the School of Dentistry and 
coordinates the BOH program. She has a 
background in public dental health and 
tertiary education.

Jenny is researching the social gradient of 
oral health and the use of dental services in 
NSW children as part of her postgraduate 

studies. She is also involved in other research projects: exploring 
factors infl uencing choice of dental treatment for BOH and BDS 
students; group interaction in PBL; and leadership in cross-institutional 
clinical placements for health students.

Mr Kostas Kapellas
Honours Student
Kostas Kapellas is an oral health therapist. 
He is investigating the validity of a selection 
of periodontal screening questions on 
a diabetic population from the western 
suburbs of Adelaide. The project is an 
extension of fi eldwork for the NSAOH 
and forms a part of his Bachelor of Science 
in Dentistry honours degree. He is currently 
supervised by Professor Gary Slade from 

ARCPOH and Professor Mark Bartold from the Colgate Australian 
Clinical Dental Research Centre at The University of Adelaide and Dr 
Patrick Phillips from The Queen Elizabeth Hospital.

Ms Katrina Plastow
Honours Student
Katrina Plastow is a member of the 
academic staff of the School of Dentistry. 
She has a background in public dental 
health working in the SA School Dental 
Service as a dental therapist and more 
recently in tertiary education.

Katrina is researching the impact of sugar 
intake on caries prevalence in children in 
an environment of widespread fl uoride 
exposure.

Student Profi les
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Staffi ng changes in 2007
Ms Dana Teusner requested a temporary ‘secondment’ to the 
Deputy Vice-Chancellor and Vice-President (Research) Offi ce of 
Strategy and Planning on a half-time basis for the second half of 
2007. This reduction in Dana’s time was offset by engaging 
Mr Serge Chrisopoulos at a greater fractional time. Dana decided 
not to return to her research offi cer position. Instead she will 
return as an MScDent/PhD student in 2008. 

A formal offer was made to Dr Haiping Tan from China, with a 
PhD from the University of Hong Kong, to take up a Postdoctoral 
Researcher position in Geriatric Oral Health. Dr Tan’s position is largely 
supported by the School of Dentistry and the South Australian Dental 
Service. ARCPOH is seeking consideration of similar positions in 
Paediatric Dentistry and possibly Preventive Dentistry.

Several staff chose new directions. Mr (Mikko) Bin Li who commenced 
work as a Research Offi cer in mid-2006 resigned to take up a position 
with the SA Department of Health.

Dr Gloria Mejia, a Postdoctoral Researcher for 2007 with the NHMRC 
Capacity Building Grant returned to her home in Columbia. 

ARCPOH also had a resignation from Angie Perry-Mansell who worked 
on the Strong Teeth for Little Kids project being conducted with 
Menzies School for Health Research. This is a very diffi cult position to 
refi ll.

As a result of reduced project grant funds in 2008 several staff 
contracts were terminated (Koster, Kochergen). Some further 
terminations of fractional staff were mutually agreed (Ou and Puzio) 
and two staff members had their fraction of employment reduced 
(Jeffery and Liu). While this is a small proportion of the approximately 
28 FTE staff in ARCPOH it is worrying to lose staff that have been 
important to the ‘engine room’ of data capture, preparation and 
management for several projects.

Accommodation and facilities
ARCPOH upgraded its accommodation on the Level 2, 122 Frome 
Street, Adelaide, to better accommodate its postgraduate students and 
create several new offi ces. A contribution to the costs was made by 
the School of Dentistry and the Faculty of Health Sciences out of RIBG 
research income.

SADS remained interested in locating the Northern Aged Care Dental 
Project and/or some of the potential Oral Health Assessments in Aged 
Care Facilities team in the refurbished area.
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NHMRC
Fellowships, 
University 

Scholarships 
The University
 of Adelaide

AGDHA
PDHD
3-year

agreement

$310K

SADH
5-year

agreement

$60K

SADS
2-year

agreement
and extras

$85K

Contacts/
consultants 
through ARI

$19K

Research 
grants

NHMRC
ADRF etc.

Not 
counting 

carry 
forward

$476K

6-year 
agreement

$350K

ARCPOH $679K

and further 
centrally 
managed funds

$1,300K

Social and Preventive 
Dentistry 

Oral Epidemiology

Staff 
(3.4 FTE)

DPERU $175K

Colgate Oral Care

Total external funding $2,154K
Current

The University of Adelaide

AIHW
DSRU

Current agreements, grants and contracts, 2007

Competitive research grant income overall became a greater proportion of all funds due to both the diversity of grants and success at NHMRC 
in the 2005 and 2006 rounds of project grants and United States National Institute of Health funds, and contracts. The equivalent to seven 
postdoctoral fellowships has created substantial funding for postdoctoral fellows funded by NHMRC through an Aboriginal Health Research 
Fellowship, a Sidney Sax Fellowship and a Capacity Building Grant in Population Health

Finances
ARCPOH was funded by support through its external stakeholders of approximately $2,154 million in 2007. This was made up of Australian 
Institute of Health and Welfare Dental Statistics and Research Unit (AIHW DSRU) ($350,000); Australian Government Department of 
Health and Ageing Population Health Division (AGDHA PHD) ($310,000); South Australian Department of Health (SADH) ($60,000); 
South Australian Dental Service (SADS) ($85,000); and the Dental Practice Education Research Unit (DPERU) ($175,000). Support through 
Research Grants ($476,000), Scholarships and Fellowships ($679,000) and Contracts/consultancies ($19,000) underpinned a large amount 
of the fi eldwork research and associated research staff.

This description of sources of funding does not include support through The University of Adelaide for academic staff, administrative staff, 
Australian Postgraduate Award (APA) Scholarships held by students, external academic collaborators.
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Financial status: Cash fl ow 1 January to 31 December

AIHW
AIHW 
Oral 
Epid.

AGDHA 
Pop 

Health 
Division

AGDHA 
Pop 

Health 
Division 
NDTIS

SA Dept 
Health SADS

Competitive 
research 
grants

Contracts/ 
consultancies

Scholarships/
Fellowships

Colgate 
Oral 
Care

Clearing 
house

School of 
Dentistry 
ARCPOH/
Slade etc.

Centre

Total 
operating 
revenue

                                                        
229,592 

                      
58,500 

                
202,885 

                        
117,000 

             
60,000 

         
132,275 

                 
531,334 115,655 760,914 

         
180,257 38,000 11,873 

          
2,438,285 

Total 
expenses

                                                        
369,543 

                      
46,959 

                
206,286 

                           
1,439 

             
65,250 

          
70,332 

                 
829,848 89,415 806,300 

          
183,014 19,152 15,245 

          
2,702,783 

Operating 
surplus 
(defi cit)

                 
-139,951 

                        
11,541 -3,401 

                        
115,561 -5,250 

           
61,943 -298,514 26,240 45,386 -2,757 18,848 3,372 -264,498 

Accumulated 
funds 
(defi cit) 
at the 
beginning 
of reporting 
period

                                                          
58,475 

                        
4,255 

                  
26,074 

                             
507 

              
32,931 -2,088 

                 
324,862 42,238 314,270 -14,310 — 4,717 

              
791,932 

Accumulated 
funds 
(defi cit) 
at end of 
reporting 
period

                   
-81,476 

                      
15,796 

                  
22,673 

                        
116,068 

              
27,681 

          
59,856 

                   
26,348 68,478 268,884 -17,067 18,848 1,345 

             
527,434 

The fi nancial position revealed by the calendar year fi nancial report is acceptable. The accumulated funds carried forward in competitive research 
and scholarships/fellowships was reduced as salary and maintenance costs for projects were met across 2007 and two postdoctoral researchers 
returned from maternity leave.

Support

External support through agreements 2006–07

 STAKEHOLDER AGREEMENT

FUNDING

Period Funding Total
Australian Institute of Health and Welfare 
(AIHW)

AIHW Dental Statistics and Research Unit 2002–08 2006–07
$350,000

$2,100,000

Australian Government Department of 
Health and Ageing via AIHW under an 
MoU

Adult oral health and access to dental care 2005–08 2007–08
$332,111 excl. GST
$365,322 incl. GST

~$1,053,240
incl. GST

SA Department of Health Professorial Unit in Oral Epidemiology 2002–07 2006–07
$60,000

~$300,000

Colgate Oral Care Dental Practice Education Research Unit Rollover of agreement 2007
A$140,000
NZ$20,000
(A$18,610)

South Australian Dental Service Contract research including Relative Needs 
Index

New agreement 2006–07 2007
$85,000

$190,000
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GRANT* GRANTEES TOPIC FUNDING

NHMRC Project Grant Chalmers J, Spencer AJ, Carter K, 
Roberts-Thomson K

The South Australian Dental Longitudinal 
Study

2002 $115,000
2003 $110,000
Carry forward 2007 ($1,538)

NHMRC Project Grant Spencer AJ, Armfi eld JM, 
Roberts-Thomson KF

The effectiveness of consuming fl uoridated 
water in reducing children’s caries experience

2002 $175,000
2003   $95,000
2004   $95,000
2005   $90,000
2006   $50,000
Total $505,000 
Carry forward 2007 $48,222

NHMRC SRDC Roberts-Thomson KF, Simmons B, 
Brocklebank C

Remote Indigenous oral health – testing 
a community based model of oral health 
promotion

$77,152
Carry forward 2007 $8,336

NHMRC Spencer AJ, Sanders AE, 
Marcenes W, Turrell G, Carter K

Explaining social inequality in population oral 
health using a multi level approach

2003 $67,500
2004 $32,500
Total $100,000
Carry forward 2007 ($218)

NHMRC Brennan DS, Spencer AJ, 
Roberts-Thomson KF

The impact of declining tooth loss on oral 
health status and dental care utilisation

2003 $72,500
2004 $25,000
2005 $25,000
Total $137,500
Carry forward ($7,296)

UNC Slade GD Subcontract 
Combined effect of oral and systemic 
diseases on quality of life

2003
US $10,796 (A $14,804)
Carry forward 2007 $1,046

US CDC Slade GD Monitoring population periodontal disease in 
health interview surveys

2004–05
Awarded US$14,440
2005–06
Awarded US$14,440 (A$18,750)
Carry forward 2007 $6,728

NHMRC Slade GD, Spencer AJ National Survey of Adult Oral Health Awarded $682,500
2004 $252,500
2005 $267,500
2006 $162,500
Carry forward 2007 $15,167

NHMRC Spencer, AJ, Brennan DS Determinants of the oral health of adults 
entering the third decade life stage

Awarded $198,375
2004 $60,930
2005 $100,820
2006 $36,625

ADA Slade GD National Survey of Adult Oral Health 2004–05 – $17,000/year for 3 years
Total awarded $50,000
Carry forward 2007 $27,783

Channel 7 Children’s 
Foundation of SA

Slade GD, Moore V, Davies M, 
Sanders AE

Early life infl uences on dental caries 2004–05
2004 $35,000
2005 $23,173
2006 $18,000
Carry forward 2007 $859

US NIH Diatchenko L, Maixner B, Slade GD COMT and ßAR polymorphism and 
development of painful TMD

2005–09
US $127,115 (for Adelaide Subcontract)
2005 US$23,940
2006 US$24,660 (A$32,880)
2007 US$25,401 (A$30,977)
2008 US$26,164
2009 US$26,950
Carry forward 2007 A$13,025

US NIH Maixner B, Slade GD Prospective studies on craniofacial pain and 
dysfunction

2005–2012
Adelaide
US$279,259 over 7 years
US$39,894/year (A$48,651)
Carry forward 2007 $30,229

Grant Status 2007

Competitive grants – continuing or carried forward
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GRANT* GRANTEES TOPIC FUNDING

NHMRC project grant Spencer AJ, Turrell G, 
Sanders AE, Armfi eld JM

A life-course approach to understanding oral 
health inequalities

2005–07
$263,000
2005 $101,560
2006 $118,416
2007 $43,175
Carry forward 2007 $152,774

NHMRC project grant Slade GD, Bartold PM, Sanders AE Allostatic mediators of socioeconomic 
inequalities in periodontitis among Australian 
adults

2005–07
2005 $124,000
2006 $124,000
2007 $114,000
Carry forward 2007 $52,742

NHMRC project grant Morris P, Slade GD, 
Roberts-Thomson KF, Leach A, 
Bailie R

Development and evaluation of a primary 
health care model to prevent dental decay in 
Aboriginal pre schoolers

2005–09
$1,446,520
2005 $311,250
2006 $421,625
2007 $67,781
2008 $431,625
(Adelaide Subcontract is 22.5% in all 
years = $256,614)
Carry forward 2007 $6,455

ADRF Mihailidis S, Slade GD, Spencer AJ Private subsidisation of dental care in 
Australia

2005
$6,000
Carry forward 2007 $1,019

ADRF Singh KA, Spencer AJ, Brennan DS Nutritional intake and dentition status 2005
$9,000
Carry forward 2007 $8,841

ADRF Luzzi L, Spencer AJ Job satisfaction survey of the oral health 
labour force in Australia, 2004

2005
$13,000
Carry forward 2007 $9,744

ADRF Do L, Slade GD, Spencer AJ, Ha D Validation of a Vietnamese version of the 
Oral Health Impact Profi le

2005
$7,298
Carry forward 2007 $2,478

AIATSIS Jamieson LM, Richards L, 
Stanley C, Russell A

A community-owned oral health promotion 
initiative

2005–06
$9,898
Carry forward 2007 ($333)

School of Dentistry Jamieson LM The Aboriginal Birth Cohort Study 2005
$2,000
Carry forward 2007 $924

School of Dentistry Plutzer K Early childhood caries 2005
$2,000
Carry forward 2007 $2,000

ADRF Pradhan A, Spencer AJ, 
Slade GD

Factors infl uencing oral health of adults with 
physical and intellectual disabilities in various 
living arrangements

2006
$12,998
Carry forward 2007 $12,996 

ADRF Do L, McIntyre J Measurement of fl uoride content in infant 
formula powders

2007 $5,500

Channel 7 Jamieson L An oral health investigation of Aboriginal 
adolescents involved in a longitudinal study

2007 $18,000

Uni of Adel Faculty of Health 
Sciences

Jamieson L An oral health investigation of Aboriginal 
adolescents involved in a longitudinal study

2006 $18,000
Carry forward 2007 $11,469

Competitive grants – continuing or carried forward (continued)
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2007 New competitive grants
GRANT* GRANTEES TOPIC FUNDING

NHMRC Spencer AJ, Slade GD Long-term effi cacy of an oral health promotion 
program in the prevention of early childhood 
caries

2007–09
2007 $56,950
2008 $56,450
2009 $46,750

NHMRC Do L, Liu P Factors contributing to socioeconomic gradients 
in children’s oral health between 1993 and 
2003

2007–08
2007 $41,125
2008 $36,125

ADRF Crocombe L, Brennan DS, Slade GD Impact of dental services on quality of life 2007 $13,298

ADRF Brennan DS, Spencer AJ Longitudinal assessment of practice beliefs and 
preferences for patients over a 10-year period

2007 $5,083

School of Dentistry Spencer AJ The patterns of caries, fl uoride intake and 
parents’ perceptions of child oral health

2007 $5,600

School of Dentistry Sanders A Associations between telomere length and 
periodontitis among middle-aged males

2007 $5,950

School of Dentistry Bartold PM et al. Diabetes and periodontal health 2007 $5,000

Postgraduate maintenance support 2007

SCHOOL OF DENTISTRY 
GRANTEES

DEGREE TOPIC FUNDING

Crocombe L PhD Impact of dental care on people’s quality of life 2007 $3,000

Armfi eld J PhD (part time) A cognitive theory of the aetiology of specifi c 
fears

2007 $1,500

Pradhan A PhD Oral care for the developmentally disabled 2007 $3,000

Suksudaj S PhD Social determinants of oral health 2007 $3,000

2008 Applications for competitive grants
ARCPOH staff lodged six applications for NHMRC Project Grants for 2008:

GRANT* GRANTEES TOPIC FUNDING OUTCOME

NHMRC
519247

Spencer AJ, Do LG Natural history and long-term impact of dental 
fl uorosis

2008–10
2008 $79,500
2009 $118,000
2010 $74,500

Not funded

NHMRC
519202

Jamieson L, Gallaher G, 
Mejia G

An oral health literacy project among urban 
Indigenous adults

2008–10
2008 $201,750
2009 $276,750
2010 $276,750

Not funded

NHMRC
519201

Spencer AJ, Zhao X, 
Sanders A, Gold L, Harford J

Economic evaluation and the costs and benefi ts of 
options for public dental care in Australia

2008–10
2008 $106,075
2009 $165,308
2010 $55,250

Not funded

NHMRC
519246

Roberts-Thomson K, 
Bartold M, Daniels J, 
Magarey A, Meihubers S

Risk indicators for periodontal disease in an urban 
Aboriginal and Torrens Strait Islander population

2008–10
2008 $106,075
2009 $165,038
2010 $55,250

Funded

NHMRC
519205

Brennan DS, Singh K Nutrition and socio-economic status in older adults: 
the impact of tooth loss and dietary knowledge

2008–12
2008 $252,600
2009 $112,000
2010 $112,000
2011 $148,125
2012 $28,875

Not funded

NHMRC
519238

Slade GD, Sanders AS, 
Turrell G, Sankaranarayanan V

Contextual infl uences of school and neighborhood on 
dental caries and obesity in children

2008–2010
2008 $172,775
2009 $172,775
2010 $17,700

Not funded
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In addition, a number of ADRF and other applications were lodged:

GRANT* GRANTEES TOPIC FUNDING OUTCOME

ADRF Brennan DS, Miller JL Acquisition of treatment 
choice knowledge among 
dental undergraduates

2008 $2,767 Funded

ADRF Brennan DS, Singh KA Food choice and tooth loss 
among the elderly

2008 $10,609 Funded

ADRF Spencer AJ, Miller JL, 
Roberts-Thomson KF

Social gradients, oral health 
status and access to services

2008 $10,996 Funded

DVA Spencer AJ, Brennan DS, 
Mahoney G

Benchmarking DVA dental 
services

2007 No outcome

Consultancies/Contracted Research 2007
GRANT* GRANTEES TOPIC FUNDING

Colgate Oral Care Spencer AJ et al. Dentine hypersensitivity 2004–07
$30,000
Underway

Department of Health, WA Spencer AJ et al. Patient satisfaction survey 2006–07
$19,370
Completed

Fellowships
GRANT* GRANTEES TOPIC TIME PERIOD

NHMRC Capacity Building Grant in 
Population Health

Slade GD, Spencer AJ, Hiller J, 
Roberts-Thomson KF

Oral health research for the 
Australian population

2005–09
$498,638/year
Carry forward 2007 $321,192

NHMRC Aboriginal Health Training 
Fellowship

Jamieson L Wave 3 Aboriginal Birth Cohort Study 2005–09
2007 $63,500
Carry forward 2007 $5,803

NHMRC Sidney Sax Fellowship Sanders AE Explaining the social gradient in 
population oral health

2006–09
2007 $116,395
Carry forward 2007 ($12,725)

Applications for fellowships 2008

GRANT* GRANTEES TOPIC TIME PERIOD OUTCOME

NHMRC
519311

Brennan DS NHMRC Research Fellowship 2008–2011 Not funded

NHMRC
519346

Do LG NHMRC Career Development 
Award 2008

2008–2011 Not funded
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ARCPOH Postgraduates 2007
STUDENT DEGREE TOPIC TIME PERIOD

Anu Polster PhD Risk assessment and oral health 
outcomes in child dental services

1999–2005
intermitted

Jason Armfi eld PhD A cognitive theory of the aetiology of 
specifi c fears

2000–07 (part time)

Diep Ha PhD Factors infl uencing the accuracy of 
caries risk assessment

2003–07

Archana Pradhan PhD Oral care for the developmentally 
disabled

2003–07

Kelly Jones PhD Relative needs validation and testing 2003–07

Jocelyn Ho PhD The burden of oral disease in 
Australia

2004–06
intermitted

Len Crocombe PhD Impact on dental care on people’s 
quality of life

2005–07

Greg Mahoney PhD (cross-institution joint 
supervision)

Dental risk and management in the 
armed forces

2005–07

Sutee Suksudaj MScDent Social determinants of oral health 2006–08

Jenny Miller MScDent Social gradients in child oral health 2006–08

Eyitope Ogunbodede PhD Study of the impact of oral health on 
the dietary habits and nutrition of 
Nigerian adults (remote candidature)

2006–08
Commenced Semester 2 2006

ARCPOH Honours Students 2007
STUDENT DEGREE TOPIC TIME PERIOD

Daniela Gagliardi Hons Goal attainment among community-
dwelling older South Australians

2005–06
Graduated 2007

Sue Gardner Hons Motivation and infl uences of career 
choice of dental students

2005–07

Kostas Kapellas Hons Diabetes and periodontal health 2007–08

Katrina Plastow Hons Diet and dental caries 2007–08

Applications for Postgraduate and Honours Admission 2008
STUDENT DEGREE TOPIC TIME PERIOD

Dana Teusner PhD Dental insurance
(Brennan)

2008–10

Clinton Kempster Hons Allied dental labour force
(Luzzi, Roberts-Thomson)

2008–09

Matthew Lim Hons Perceived and actual oral health 
status in Australian migrant 
populations
(Do, Slade)

2008–09

*ADA – Australian Dental Association; ADRF – Australian Dental Research Foundation; AIATSIS – Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies; CDC – Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention; DVA – Department of Veterans’ Affairs; NHMRC – National Health and Medical Research Council; NIH – National Institutes of Health; SRDC – Strategic Research and 
Development Committee; UNC – University of North Carolina
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Scholarships 2007

Adelaide International Scholarship (PhD), now ARCPOH Postgraduate Scholarship
Diep Ha

Terminated 2007

The University of Adelaide, Faculty of Health Sciences, Divisional Scholarship (PhD), now ARCPOH Postgraduate Scholarship
Archana Pradhan

Terminated 2007

The University of Adelaide, Faculty of Health Sciences, Divisional Scholarship (PhD), now ARCPOH Postgraduate Scholarship
Kelly Jones

Terminated 2007

The University of Adelaide, Faculty of Health Sciences, Divisional Scholarship (PhD)
Jocelyn Ho

Intermitted

The University of Adelaide, Australian Postgraduate Award (PhD)
Len Crocombe

Visiting Researchers
VISITOR INSTITUTION TIME PERIOD

Professor Anthony Blinkhorn University of Sydney 15–16 September 2007
Visiting Professor

Dr Peter Barnard, OA Australian Dental Association 27–28 September 2007
Visiting Researcher

Professor David Locker University of Toronto, Canada 27–28 September 2007 
Visiting Professor

 Awards
The following awards were presented at the 32nd Australian Dental Congress in Sydney, March 2007, in recognition of outstanding papers 
published in the Australian Dental Journal:

2005 Scientifi c Article: The oral health assessment tool – validity and reliability. Chalmers JM, King PL, Spencer AJ, Wright FAC, Carter KD. »
 2006 Scientifi c Article: Risk factors for dental caries in the fi ve year old South Australian population. Slade GD, Sanders AE, Bill CI, Do LG. »

Dr Loc Do was awarded the IADR (ANZ Division) Investigator Award in Community Dentistry, 25 September 2007. 

Premier’s Awards ‘Showcasing excellence in the Public Sector’: an award was made for the project ‘Oral Health for Older People’ in the category 
of ‘Improving Wellbeing’. (Gary Slade was a member of the project’s steering committee and he evaluated the project with assistance from 
BScDent (Hons) student Daniela Gagliardi (co-supervised by Anne Sanders)). See Slade GD 2007. Oral Health for Older People. Evaluation of the 
South Australian Dental Service Project. Cat. no. POH 6. Canberra: Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (Population Oral Health Series No. 6). 
<http://www.arcpoh.adelaide.edu.au/publications/report/population/html_fi les/POH6%20Oral%20Health%20for%20Older%20People.pdf> 
and Gagliardi D, Slade GD, Sanders AE 2008. Impact of dental care on oral health-related quality of life and treatment goals among elderly adults. 
Aust Dent J 53:26–33.
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Publications

AIHW Dental Statistics and Research 
Series
Armfi eld JM, Slade GD, Spencer AJ. Water fl uoridation and children’s 
dental health: The Child Dental Health Survey, Australia 2002. 
Canberra: AIHW, 2007 (Dental Statistics and Research Series no. 36; 
49 pp). [DEN 170]

Jamieson LM, Armfi eld JM, Roberts-Thomson KF. Oral health of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children. Canberra: AIHW, 2007 
(Dental Statistics and Research Series no. 35; 131 pp). [DEN 167]

Slade GD, Spencer AJ, Roberts-Thomson KF (eds). Australia’s dental 
generations: The National Survey of Adult Oral Health 2004–06. 
Canberra: AIHW, 2007 (Dental Statistics and Research Series no. 34; 
292 pp). [DEN 165]

Teusner DN, Chrisopoulos S, Brennan DS. Geographic distribution 
of the Australian dental labour force, 2003. Canberra: AIHW, 2007 
(Dental Statistics and Research Series no. 37; 124 pp). [DEN 168]

ARCPOH Population Oral Health Series
Sanders AE. Social determinants of oral health: conditions linked to 
socioeconomic inequalities in oral health in the Australian population. 
Canberra: AIHW, 2007 (Population Oral Health Series no. 7; 142 pp). 
[POH 7]

Slade GD. Oral health for older people: evaluation of the South 
Australian Dental Service Project. Canberra: AIHW, 2007 (Population 
Oral Health Series no. 6; 43 pp). [POH 6]

AIHW DSRU Research Reports
AIHW DSRU. Oral health status of middle-aged adults: research report 
No. 31. Adelaide: AIHW, 2007. [DEN 166]

AIHW DSRU. Dental service patterns by patient and visit characteristics: 
research report No. 32. Adelaide: AIHW, 2007. [DEN 169]

AIHW DSRU Working Papers and Reports
(in collaboration with state/territory dental authorities)

Armfi eld JM. The child dental health survey, Northern Territory, 2002. 
Adelaide: AIHW, 2007. (Report; 30 pp). [DEN 162]

Book Chapters
Harford J, Spencer AJ (2007). Oral health perceptions. In: Australia’s 
dental generations: the National Survey of Adult Oral Health 2004–06. 
Slade GD, Spencer AJ, Roberts-Thomson KF (eds). Canberra, Australian 
Institute of Health and Welfare: 173–195.

Mejia GC, Slade GD, Spencer AJ (2007). Participation in the Survey. In: 
Australia’s dental generations: the National Survey of Adult Oral Health 
2004–06. Slade GD, Spencer AJ, Roberts-Thomson KF (eds). Canberra, 
Australian Institute of Health and Welfare: 37–53.

Roberts-Thomson KF, Do LG (2007). Oral health status. In: Australia’s 
dental generations: the National Survey of Adult Oral Health 2004–06. 
Slade GD, Spencer AJ, Roberts-Thomson KF (eds). Canberra, Australian 
Institute of Health and Welfare: 81–142.

Slade GD (2007). Introduction. In: Australia’s dental generations: the 
National Survey of Adult Oral Health 2004–06. Slade GD, Spencer AJ, 
Roberts-Thomson KF (eds). Canberra, Australian Institute of Health and 
Welfare: 1–10.

Slade GD, Roberts-Thomson KF, Ellershaw A (2007). Survey aims 
and methods. In: Australia’s dental generations: the National Survey 
of Adult Oral Health 2004–06. Slade GD, Spencer AJ, 
Roberts-Thomson KF (eds). Canberra, Australian Institute of Health 
and Welfare: 11–36.

Slade GD, Sanders A (2007). Trends in oral health 1987–2006. In: 
Australia’s dental generations: the National Survey of Adult Oral Health 
2004–06. Slade GD, Spencer AJ, Roberts-Thomson KF (eds). Canberra, 
Australian Institute of Health and Welfare: 196–235.

Spencer AJ, Harford J (2007). Dental care. In: Australia’s dental 
generations: the National Survey of Adult Oral Health 2004–06. 
Slade GD, Spencer AJ, Roberts-Thomson KF (eds). Canberra, Australian 
Institute of Health and Welfare: 143–172.

Spencer AJ, Sendziuk P, Slade GD, Harford J (2007). Interpretation of 
fi ndings. In: Australia’s dental generations: the National Survey of Adult 
Oral Health 2004–06. Slade GD, Spencer AJ, Roberts-Thomson KF 
(eds). Canberra, Australian Institute of Health and Welfare: 236–247.

ARCPOH Published Papers
ARCPOH, Brennan DS, Spencer AJ. Patterns of care in private general 
practice by main diagnoses. Aust Dent J (Data Watch) 2007;52(1):
67–70.

ARCPOH, Crocombe LA, Slade GD. Decline of the edentulism epidemic 
in Australia. Aust Dent J (Data Watch) 2007;52(2):54–6.

ARCPOH, Do LG, Roberts-Thomson KF. Dental caries experience 
in the Australian adult population. Aust Dent J (Data Watch) 
2007;52(3):249–51.

ARCPOH, Spencer AJ, Harford J. Dental visiting among the Australian 
adult dentate population. Aust Dent J (Data Watch) 2007;52(4):336–9.

Armfi eld JM. When public action undermines public health: a critical 
examination of antifl uoridationist literature. Australia and New Zealand 
Health Policy 2007;4:25.

Armfi eld JM. Understanding animal fears: a comparison of the 
cognitive vulnerability and harm looming models. BMC Psychiatry 
2007;7:68.

Armfi eld JM. Manipulating perceptions of spider characteristics and 
predicted spider fear: Evidence for the cognitive vulnerability model of 
the etiology of fear. J Anxiety Disord 2007;21:691–703.

Armfi eld JM. Socioeconomic inequalities in child oral health: a 
comparison of discrete and composite area-based measures. J Public 
Health Dent 2007;67:119–25.

Armfi eld JM, Spencer AJ. Community effectiveness of fi ssure sealants 
and the effect of fl uoridated water consumption. Community Dental 
Health 2007;24:4–11.
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Armfi eld JM, Stewart JF, Spencer AJ. The vicious cycle of dental fear: the 
interplay between oral health, oral health care utilization and dental 
fear. BMC Oral Health 2007;7:1.

Brennan DS. Dental attitudes provide a proximate explanation for oral 
health disparities. J Evid Based Dent Pract 2007;7:144–5.

Brennan DS, Roberts-Thomson KF, Spencer AJ. Oral health of Indigenous 
adult public dental patients. Aust Dent J 2007;52(4):322–8.

Brennan DS, Spencer AJ. Trends in private dental service provision 
in major city and other Australian locations. Aust J Rural Health 
2007;15:189–95.

Brennan DS, Spencer AJ. Service patterns associated with coronal caries 
in private general dental practice. J Dent 2007;35:570–7.

Brennan DS, Spencer AJ, Roberts-Thomson KF. Caries experience 
among 45–54-year-olds in Adelaide, South Australia. Aust Dent J 
2007;52(2):122–7.

Brennan DS, Spencer AJ, Roberts-Thomson KF. Periodontal disease 
among 45–54 year olds in Adelaide, South Australia. Aust Dent J 
2007;52(1):55–60.

Brennan DS, Spencer AJ, Roberts-Thomson KF. Quality of life and 
disability weights associated with periodontal disease. J Dent Res 
2007;86(8):713–17.

Diatchenko L, Nackley AG, Slade GD, Belfer I, Max MB, Goldman D, 
Maixner W. Responses to Drs. Kim and Dionne regarding comments on 
Diatchenko, et al. Catechol-O-methyltransferase gene polymorphisms 
are associated with multiple pain-evoking stimuli. Pain 2006;125:
216–24. Pain (letter) 2007;129:363–70.

Do LG, Spencer AJ. Decline in the prevalence of dental fl uorosis 
among South Australian children. Community Dent Oral Epidemiol 
2007;35:282–91.

Do LG, Spencer AJ. Risk-benefi t balance in the use of fl uoride among 
young children. J Dent Res 2007;86(8):723–8.

Do LG, Spencer AJ. Oral health-related quality of life of children 
by dental caries and fl uorosis experience. J Pub Health Dent 
2007;67(3):132–9.

Jamieson LM, Armfi eld JM, Roberts-Thomson KF. Dental caries trends 
among Indigenous and non Indigenous Australian children. Community 
Dental Health 2007;24(4):238–46.

Jamieson LM, Armfi eld JM, Roberts-Thomson KF. Indigenous and 
non-Indigenous child oral health in three Australian states and 
territories. Ethnicity and Health 2007;12:89–107.

Jamieson LM, Koopu PI. Associations between ethnicity and child 
health factors in New Zealand. Ethnicity and Disease 2007;17:84–91.

Jamieson LM, Koopu PI. Child use of dental services and receipt of 
dental care in New Zealand. J Paediatrics Child Health 2007;43:732–9.

Jamieson LM, Parker EJ, Armfi eld JM. Indigenous child oral health at a 
regional and state level. J Paediatrics Child Health 2007;43:117–21.

Jamieson LM, Parker EJ, Richards L. Using qualitative methodology to 
inform an Indigenous owned oral health promotion initiative. Health 
Promotion International 2007;23(1):52–9.

Jamieson LM, Roberts-Thomson KF. Hospitalized head injuries among 
older people in Australia, 1998/1999 to 2004/2005. Injury Prevention 
2007;13:243–7.

Pahel BT, Rozier RG, Slade GD. Parental perceptions of children’s oral 
health: The Early Childhood Oral Health Impact Scale (ECOHIS). Health 
Qual Life Outcomes 2007;5:6.

Parker EJ, Jamieson LM. Oral health comparisons between children 
attending an Aboriginal health service and a Government school 
dental service in a regional location. Rural Remote Health 2007;7:625.

Sanders AE, Slade GD, Turrell G, Spencer AJ, Marcenes W. Does 
psychological stress mediate social deprivation in tooth loss? J Dent 
Res 2007;86:1,166–70.

Singh KA, Spencer AJ, Brennan DS. Effects of water fl uoride exposure 
at crown completion and maturation on caries of permanent fi rst 
molars. Caries Research 2007;41:34–42.

Slade GD. Interim analysis of validity of periodontitis screening 
questions in the Australian population. J Periodontology 
2007;78(7):1463–70.

Slade GD, Diatchenko L, Bhalang K, Sigurdsson A, Fillingim KB, Belfer I, 
Max MB, Goldman D, Maixner W. Infl uence of psychological factors on 
risk of temporomandibular disorders. J Dent Res 2007;86(11):1120–5.

Slade GD, Reisine ST. The child oral health impact profi le: current status 
and future directions. Community Dent Oral Epidemiol 2007;35
(Suppl 1):50–3.

Slade GD, Rozier GR, Zeldin LP, Margolis P. Training pediatric health 
care providers in prevention of dental decay: results from a randomized 
controlled trial. BMC Health Services Research 2007;7:176.

Spencer AJ. Policy challenges in South Australia: improving oral health 
and dental care. @www.sapo.org.au/opin/opin8943.html

Spencer AJ, Do L. Water fl uoridation, Pub Health Bull SA 2007; 
4(2):17–20.

Spencer AJ, Harford J. Inequality in oral health in Australia. 
@www.australianreview.net/digest/2007/election/spencer_harford.html 
accessed 30/10/2007.

Sutinen S, Lahti S, Nuttall NM, Sanders AE, Steele JG, Slade GD. Effect 
of a 1-month vs. a 12 month reference period on responses to the 
14-item Oral Health Impact Profi le. Eur J Oral Sci 2007;115:246–9.

Turrell G, Sanders AE, Slade GD, Spencer AJ, Marcenes W. The 
independent contribution of neighborhood disadvantage and 
individual-level socioeconomic position to self-reported oral health: a 
multilevel analysis. Community Dent Oral Epidemiol 2007;35(3):
195–206.

Zhong Y, Slade GD, Beck JD, Offenbacher S. Gingival crevicular fl uid 
interleukin-1ß, prostaglandin E2 and periodontal status in a community 
population. J Clin Periodontol 2007;34(4):285–93.
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Accepted for Publication
Armfi eld JM. Quarter of a century of change: caries experience in 
Australian children, 1997–2002. Aust Dent J. (Accepted October 2007)

Armfi eld JM. A preliminary investigation of the relationship of dental 
fear to other specifi c fears, general fearfulness, disgust sensitivity and 
harm sensitivity. Community Dent Oral Epidemiol. (Accepted November 
2006)

Armfi eld JM. Perceived uncontrollability, unpredictability, 
dangerousness and spider fear: A comparison of an imaginal and in 
vivo encounter. J Anxiety Disord. (Accepted March 2007)

Do LG, Spencer AJ. Evaluation of oral health-related quality of life 
questionnaires in a general child population. Community Dental 
Health. (Accepted January 2007)

Jamieson L, Mejia GC. Perspectives on health education research – 
vulnerable populations. In ‘Perspectives in Health Education’ 
Ed. Frank Columbus, New York, Nova Science Publishers Inc. 
(Accepted October 2007)

Jamieson LM, Armfi eld JM, Roberts-Thomson KF. Indigenous and 
non-Indigenous child oral health trends in the Northern Territory 
of Australia. Community Dental Health. (Accepted January 2006 
(in press))

Jamieson LM, Koopu PI. Factors associated with restoration and 
extraction receipt among New Zealand children. Community Dent 
Health. (Accepted April 2006 (in press))

Jamieson LM, Koopu PI. What infl uences child use of dental services 
and tooth-brushing in New Zealand? Community Dent Oral Epidemiol. 
(Accepted October 2005)

Jamieson LM, Koopu PI. Is ethnicity associated with New Zealand child 
oral health outcomes? Ethnicity and Disease. (Accepted June 2006)

Luzzi L, Jones K, Spencer AJ, Roberts-Thomson KF. Association of urgent 
dental care with subjective oral health indicators and  psychosocial 
impact. Community Dental Health. (Accepted September 2007)

Luzzi L, Spencer AJ, Jones K, Roberts-Thomson KF. Predicting relative 
need for urgent dental care. Community Dental Health. (Accepted 
September 2007)

Mejia GC, J.S. K, Corbie-Smith G, Rozier RG, Caplan DJ, Suchindran CM. 
A conceptual framework for Hispanic oral health care. J Public Health 
Dentistry. (Accepted August 2007)

Plutzer K, Spencer AJ. Effi cacy of an oral health promotion intervention 
in the prevention of early childhood caries. Community Dent Oral 
Epidemiol. (Accepted June 2007)

Roberts-Thomson KF, Stewart JF. Risk indicators of caries experience in 
young adults. Aust Dent J. (Accepted September 2007)

Slade GD, Diatchenko L, Bhalang K, Sigurdsson A, Fillingim RB, Belfer 
I, Max MB, Goldman D, Maixner W. Contribution of genetic and 
psychological factors to experimental pain and temporomandibular 
disorder. J Dent Res. (Accepted August 2006)

Spencer AJ, Armfi eld JM, Slade GD. Exposure to water fl uoridation and 
caries increment. Community Dent Health. (Accepted August 2006)

Spencer AJ, Do LG. Changing risk factors for fl uorosis among South 
Australian children. Community Dent Oral Epidemiol. (Accepted 
November 2006)

Submitted for Publication
Armfi eld JM. Personality antecedents of fear: mediation by cognitive 
vulnerability perceptions. Behaviour Research and Therapy. (Submitted 
August 2007)

Brennan DS, Luzzi L, Roberts-Thomson KF. Dental service patterns 
among private and public patients. BMC Health Services Research. 
(Submitted October 2007)

Brennan DS, Singh KA, Spencer AJ. Health system values and social 
values of dental practitioners. Health Policy. (Submitted April 2007)

Brennan DS, Spencer AJ. Development and testing of revised practice 
belief scales among private general dental practitioners. Aust Dent J. 
(Submitted September 2007)

Brennan DS, Spencer AJ, Roberts-Thomson KF. Tooth loss, chewing 
ability and quality of life. Qual Life Res. (Submitted April 2007)

Jamieson LM, Parker EJ, Richards L. Dental general anaesthetic receipt 
among Australians aged 15+ years, 1998–1999 to 2004–2005. 
BMC Oral Health. (Submitted August 2007)

Jamieson LM, Parker EJ, Richards L. ‘If there’s no pain, there’s no 
patient’: Oral health perceptions of Indigenous Australians. Qualitative 
Health Research. (Submitted September 2006)

Luzzi L, Spencer AJ. Factors infl uencing the use of Public Dental 
Services: An application of the Theory of Planned Behaviour. 
BMC Health Services Research. (Submitted October 2007)

Mejia GC, Rozier RG, Caplan DJ, et al. Receipt of oral health care 
among Hispanics in the United States. Journal of the American Dental 
Association. (Submitted January 2007)

Pradhan A, Slade GD, Spencer AJ. Factors infl uencing the oral health 
of adults with physical and intellectual disabilities in various living 
arrangements (long abstract). Aust Dent J. (Submitted November 2007)

Roberts-Thomson KF, Stewart JF. Risk indicators of caries experience 
among young adults. Community Dent Oral Epidemiol. (Submitted 
November 2006)

Sanders A, Spencer AJ. Reliability and validity of self-assessed decayed, 
missing and fi lled teeth. J Public Health Dent. (Submitted September 
2004)

Slade GD, Diatchenko L, Orbach R, Maixner W. Orthodontic treatment, 
genetic factors and risk of temporomandibular disorder. Seminars in 
Orthodontics. (Submitted November 2005)
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Presentations
National Fluoride Information Centre (NFIC), University of 
Manchester. Researching Water Fluoridation; Evaluation and 
Surveillance, 31 January 2007, Manchester, UK
Evaluating the impact of water fl uoridation on oral health. AJ Spencer.

Australian Dental Association, Biennial Congress, 17 March 
2007, Sydney, NSW, Australia
Australia’s dental generations: the National Survey of Adult Oral 
Health. GD Slade.

National Oral Health Alliance, Advocacy Day, Australia Parliament 
House, 20 March 2007, Canberra, ACT, Australia

Australia’s dental generations: the National Survey of Adult Oral Health 
and two other issues. AJ Spencer.

The 19th International Union of Health Promotion and 
Education World Conference, June 2007, Vancouver, Canada
Using qualitative methodology to inform an Indigenous-owned oral 
health promotion initiative (invited session chair). LM Jamieson.

The 22nd Annual International Disciplinary Conference on 
Ethnicity and Disease, 10–15 June 2007, Orlando, Florida, 
USA
Hospitalised head injury due to assault among Indigenous and 
non-Indigenous Australians, 1998–1999 to 2004–2005 (invited 
presenter). LM Jamieson.

Northwest/Alaska Center to Reduce Oral Health Disparities, 
25 June 2007, University of Washington, Seattle, USA
Oral health investigations among Indigenous groups in Australia. 
LM Jamieson.

Special Care Dentistry 19th Annual Meeting, 2–5 August 
2007, Denver, USA
Access to clinical care among adult special needs population – 
residence factors. A Pradhan*, AJ Spencer, GD Slade

Dental and Oral Health Therapist Association of Queensland 
(DOHTAQ) Conference, 30 August–1 September 2007, Surfers 
Paradise, Queensland, Australia
Changing patterns of oral disease in Australia. JM Armfi eld.

Changing patterns – a Queensland perspective. JM Armfi eld.

Oral Health of Older Populations in Australia Symposium, 
21 September 2007, Melbourne, Victoria, Australia
The epidemiology of oral health in the elderly – current patterns, 
projected trends. GD Slade.

47th Annual Meeting of the Australian and New Zealand 
Division of the International Association for Dental Research, 
24–26 September 2007, Barossa Valley, South Australia
Dental behaviour and social inequality in caries experience. 
DS Brennan*, AJ Spencer, KF Roberts-Thomson.

Risk factors for dental pain among Aboriginal adolescents involved in a 
longitudinal study. LM Jamieson.

Impact of Commonwealth policies on access to dental care. 
JE Harford* & GC Mejia.

Differences in self-reported oral health and health care access between 
immigrants and Australian born adults. GC Mejia*, A Ellershaw.

Participation in the National Survey of Adult Oral Health, Australia 
2004–2006. GC Mejia. (Symposium: Tackling the problem of declining 
participation rates in human-subject studies of oral health. 
Chair: Gary Slade)

Family resources and parental assistance with child toothbrushing. 
JM Armfi eld*, AJ Spencer, K Roberts-Thomson.

Caries experience among adults with physical and intellectual 
disabilities. A Pradhan*, GD Slade, AJ Spencer.

Dental care and quality of life. LA Crocombe*, DS Brennan, GD Slade.

An oral health promotion intervention and the intention to treat 
principle. K Plutzer*, AJ Spencer.

Accuracy of caries risk assessment in the South Australian School 
Dental Service. DH Ha*, GD Slade, AJ Spencer.

Social acceptability of occlusal conditions and fi xed orthodontic 
treatment. AJ Spencer*, DS Brennan.

Population effects during early adulthood of lifetime exposure to 
fl uorides. GD Slade*, AE Sanders, K Roberts-Thomson.

Oral health dental visiting – capital city vs rest-of-state Australians. 
JF Stewart*, GD Slade, AJ Spencer, KF Roberts-Thomson.

Dental health and dental visiting among young Australian adults. 
KF Roberts-Thomson, LG Do, GC Mejia, L Jamieson.

The 5th International Congress on Developmental Origins 
of Health and Disease, 6–10 November 2007, Perth, 
Western Australia
Is birth size a predictor of oral health outcomes? The Australian 
Aboriginal Birth Cohort Study, 1987–2007. LM Jamieson.

6th National Conference of Emerging Researchers in Ageing, 
20 November 2007, Adelaide, South Australia
A 36-month randomised trial on root caries prevention in 
institutionalised elders. H Tan.

 

* Presenter
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Further information can be obtained from:

Australian Research Centre for Population Oral Health
School of Dentistry

The University of Adelaide
SOUTH AUSTRALIA   5005

Phone: +61 8/ (08) 8303 4051
Fax: +61 8/ (08) 8303 3070

E-mail: arcpoh@adelaide.edu.au

Website:  http://www.arcpoh.adelaide.edu.au


